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May Services            
                    
Wednesday 3rd
10.30am   BCP Holy Communion

Sunday 7th 
10am         All Age Service
6pm           Rhema

Wednesday 10th
10.30am    BCP Morning Prayer

Sunday 14th 
10am         All Age Worship & Holy 
Communion
6pm           Rhema

Wednesday 17th
10.30am   BCP Holy Communion

Sunday 21st  
10am         All Age Worship 
6pm           Rhema

Wednesday 24th
10.30am   BCP Morning Prayer

Sunday 28th 
10am         All Age Service & Holy 
Communion
6pm           Rhema

Wednesday 31st
10.30am   BCP Holy Communion

All Sunday and Wednesday morning 
services will also be live on YouTube 
please see the church website for log on 
details.
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Thanks to Pat and Jim for their continued hard work in 
putting Inspire together. This year has already brought 

its highs and lows for us as a church. Highs as we’ve celebrated 
Easter, baptisms, confi rmations and affi  rmations, and lows 
as we’ve mourned together at the loss of people very dear 
and special to us as a church family. We will celebrate the 
Coronation this month and come together for food and 
fellowship over that weekend, and as the days get longer 

and the weather, hopefully, warmer we will look forward to 
the summer months. Through it all our hope must be secured not on the changing 
circumstances of life, but the Rock on whom we build our lives, Jesus Christ. Stand 
fi rm on Him and Him alone.

Revd Steve Burmester 

Vicar, St Chad’s Church

After the Ascension, what? 
The New Testament tells us that Jesus ascended into 

heaven, and now intercedes for us at His Father’s right hand. 
Have you ever wondered what this means? Some have 
thought that the Lord is somehow constantly ‘re-off ering’ the 
sacrifi ce of His death before the Father in heaven, and in so 
doing is ‘pleading’ on our behalf. But the New Testament is 
clear in its insistence that Christ’s death was historically once 
and for all achieved. Hebrews 7:25,27 tells us “…He is able to 

save to the uttermost those who draw near to God through Him, since He always 
lives to make intercession for them….He has no need, like those high priests, to 
off er sacrifi ces daily…. Since He did this once for all when He off ered up Himself….”  
Instead, Jesus is now in heaven to ‘represent us before the Father’ (1 John 2:1). He is 
there to escort you into the Father’s presence every time you turn to God in prayer. 
That is why Christian prayer always ends with ‘In Jesus Christ’s Name’. 

He is our only way through.

Pat Grange

Editor

United
An ancient ornate wooden seat and an historic stone

Shall once again be joined and meet to form a royal throne.

Our kings and queens, anointed there o’er seven hundred years.
Upon this Anglo-Scottish chair they heard their people’s cheers!

The throne was formed of English Oak and gilded with fine gold
It bears the marks of common folk who slept there, so we’re told.

The stone was used by Scottish kings. Upon the Stone of Scone
Was marked the destiny it brings in time-eroded rune.

And now, united once again as royal anthems ring;
We sing, united just like them our hymn ‘God save the King!’

� e Stone of Destiny, which was used 
in the inauguration of Scottish kings 
for centuries, was seized by King 
Edward I and built into a throne at 
Westminster Abbey in 1296. Also 
known as the Stone of Scone, it was 
returned to Scotland in 1996. Queen 
Elizabeth II sat above the stone when 
she was crowned in 1953 and it will 
feature once again in the ceremony 

for her son.



Isaiah 6:1 (ASV)
1 In the year that king Uzziah died I saw 

the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and 
lifted up; and his train filled the temple.

As we come to the King Charles’s 
Coronation this month it is worth 
reflecting on the vision that Isaiah had of 
the throne room in heaven. Isaiah’s vision, 
we are told, takes place in the year that 
King Uzziah died.  The story of King Uzziah 
is told in 2Chronicles 26. Uzziah took over 
from his father, Amaziah. Amaziah’s reign 
is described in the previous chapter as 
‘doing what was right in the eyes of the 
Lord, yet not with a whole heart.’ This 
would also describe Uzziah’s pattern. 
Uzziah began his reign well. He sought 
the council of men who would direct him 
in God’s way. And through that he sought 
to walk in God’s path, and rule the nation 
in a way that honoured God. As he did 
so, the nation prospered and he ruled 
Israel well until he became powerful. 
With power came pride, and with pride 
came disobedience to God. Uzziah’s 
reign ends badly and he dies disgraced. 

It is at this point that God brings Isaiah 
into the temple and gives him a vision, a 
glimpse of the true King of all kings. Isaiah 
is overwhelmed by the vision he has in 
the throne room of YHWH. He becomes 
acutely aware of his own sinfulness and 
that of the nation in which he lives. He 
is offered atonement for his sins, and 
cleansing and forgiveness. The vision gave 
him a true sense of perspective and a 
humility before the King of kings and Lord 
of lords.
We must pray for King Charles as he 
takes up the mantle of Monarch in our 
country. His predecessor Queen Elizabeth 
took her role very seriously before God. 
She honoured the King of kings first and 
foremost in her life. We must pray that 
King Charles will have that same sense of 
perspective. And for ourselves, regardless 
of what happens in the leadership of our 
country we must keep our eyes fixed on 
the throne room of God and not pin our 
hopes on waiting for good leadership in 
this world. We must find our atonement in 
Christ alone, and walk in his paths and not 
in our own understanding.

Devotional -  Steve Burmester
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The Gold State Coach is a dazzling, 
living part of British history. 

The iconic carriage which featured 
spectacularly at Queen Elizabeth II’s 
Platinum Jubilee pageant, is on display 
at the Royal Mews, the working stables 
of Buckingham Palace. Here are some 
interesting facts about the Gold State 
Coach.
1. The Gold State Coach is 260 years old
and has been a splendid sight at royal 
coronations, jubilees, and events 
since it was 
built in 1762. It 
was designed 
by William 
Chambers and 
made by the 
coachmaker 
Samuel Butler. 
At 260 years 
old it has been 
used at every 
coronation since 
that of George IV 
in 1821.
2. It is only ever 
used at walking pace because of its age 
and weight. The huge coach is seven 
metres long, 3.6 metres tall, weighs four 
tonnes, and needs eight horses to draw 
it.
3. Is the Gold State Coach made 
from real gold? The coach is made of 
giltwood, which is a thin layer of gold 
leaf over wood and the interior is lined 
and upholstered with velvet and satin 
featuring magnificent painted panels 

of Roman gods and goddesses by 
Giovanni Cipriani, rich gilded sculptures 
including three cherubs on the roof 
representing England, Scotland, and 
Ireland, and four massive triton figures 
above each wheel. 
4. Queen Elizabeth II used it on her 
Coronation Day in 1953 to travel from 
Buckingham Palace to Westminster 
Abbey, and to return. It has been 
reported that Royal Mews staff strapped 
a hot water bottle under the seat, as 

the day was 
unseasonally 
cold and wet! 
5. The coach 
was also used 
at the State 
Openings of 
Parliament, 
by George III, 
George IV and 
William IV. 
Queen Victoria, 
however, was 
not fond of 
the coach and 

after Prince Albert’s death in 1861, only 
opened Parliament seven times and did 
not make use of the State Coach.
6. The Gold State Coach is the third 
oldest surviving coach in the UK.
There are two older coaches in the UK: 
The Speaker of the House of Common’s 
Coach is the oldest dating from 1698 
and the Lord Mayor of London’s Coach 
was built in 1758.

The Gold State Coach 



Whitsunday 28 May
  O faithful God You fulfi lled the promise of Easter by sending us your Holy Spirit and opening to every race and 
nation the way of eternal life; open our lips by the same Spirit, that every tongue may tell of your glory through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen  O Breath of Life come sweeping through us, revive your church with life and power; 
O Breath of Life come. cleanse, renew us, and fi t your church to meet this hour.   ‘All of them were fi lled with the 
Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.’  Lord, give us that longing that all who 
join us at St Chad’s today might be fi lled with the Holy Spirit.     Pray that through the diff erent ministries of Hope 
Central  many in Handforth will begin to see that Your Spirit is still at work amongst us today.

Andrea & Martin, Noah & Alice Paxton                                                   Residents of Ringstead Close

Monday 29 May
 Gve thanks that God’s work in Mali continues 
to grow despite on-going violence.  Both Bible 
Society and Feba have building projects.  Pray that 
the completion of the buildings will provide secure 
bases for their continuing work.  Pray for Church 
Treasurer, Chris, and the Resources Committee.  Give 
thanks that through us, his people, all our fi nancial 
needs have been met and we are able to support 
God’s work outside our parish.  But needs increase 
and increased giving will be needed.  Lord may we be 
generous givers.   Whole industries prosper because 
‘Sex sells’ and ‘betting excites’.   Pray for those trapped 
by their enticements, may they fi nd the better way.  
Dave Raggett, Preeti & Sameer    Residents of 
Rodepool Close

Tuesday 30 May
 Give thanks for UESI, Union of Evangelical 
Students India.   Praise for faithful ministry and 
service in universities and communities over many 
years and pray for Leaders Training Camps across 
the country next month.    Rebecca Mwapwe 
will soon be graduating as a nurse in Zambia.  Give 
thanks that, with our support, her training has 
gone very well and pray for her to shine for Christ 
as her career progresses.    Pray for 111 and 999 
call handlers, that a clear and steady response will 
reassure those in desperate need.
Richard & Bianca, Miles, Annabel & Oscar Reeve             
Residents of Rookerypool Close

Wednesday 31 May 
 Give thanks for those whom CAP Counsellors 
have helped to come through crises to new faith 
and new life.  Praise and pray for many who, from 
their own experience, are now working with CAP to 
bring that hope to others who are still struggling.  
 Give thanks for every family linked to St Chad’s, 
as we celebrate the blessings of family, pray that 
older ‘singles’ and others with limited family may 
be drawn into our families.   Give thanks for the bus 
services we do have through Handforth; by our using 
them may we show they are needed and valued.

 Andy & Alison Roberts       Residents of Rossenclough 
Close

Thursday 1 June
 Hope Central Food Bank is the most high profile 
part of its work; pray that its use will open doors for 
those in need to access other help on offer which 
can bring them to the point where the Food Bank is 
not needed.  Give thanks for the beauty seen in our 
church gardens.  Pray that those who help maintain 
them will gain much satisfaction from their work 
and also from the way those passing through can 
be encouraged to stop and be drawn into church.   
Give thanks for those who work for Nightingale Care.  May  
their gentle, fi rm and loving care be a blessing to those 
they help.  
David & Mary Royle          Residents of Saltersbrook Grove

Friday 2 June
 Continue to pray for those who run and those who 
come to Life Skills, Jobs Clubs and Money Management 
courses at CAP Centres around the country; all help 
towards building the life in all its fulness which Jesus 
off ers.   Pray for Vicar Steve in the work he does in 
addition to parish responsibilities.  Pray for him as Chair  
of Governors for of Handforth Grange Primary and the 
support he gives there, to time spent with our Iranian 
brothers.   Give thanks for local  Taxi Services.  Pray for 
the drivers, driving at any time and in all conditions is not 
easy.  Pray for safety on our roads.
Cynthia Samson                               Residents of  Sagars Road

Saturday 3 June 
 Pray for Myanmar (Burma).  The Tatmadaw army 
of the present regime supresses all dissent and 
persecutes the minority tribal groups, many of whom 
are Christians, mercilessly.  Lord, we cry, have mercy 
on that land.    Flowers in church, tea and coff ee after 
our services enrich our times together.  Thank you Lord for 
those who help in these ways.    Since COVID more people, 
particularly young people, have suff ered from depression 
and mental illness.  Support systems are stretched.  May 
we all be aware of the pressures others are under and 
sympathetic  to their needs.

Sue, Jennifer & David Sanders             Residents of  Sandiway 
Road

      MAY      94   FEATURE

Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.’  Lord, give us that longing that all who Enthusiasm – I love it. Give me 
passion, excitement, fascination and 

joy over calm detachment and a cool 
distance anytime. I see that passion at 
football matches when people support 
their team, and I 
see it in grassroots 
organisations 
thriving in the 
town where I live. 
Enthusiasm is 
infectious, but sadly, 
in our churches, 
we don’t always do 
enthusiasm well. 
Research shows that 
many Christians fail 
badly at passing on 
their beliefs to the 
next generation. Faith, it seems, is not 
as infectious as a passion for a football 
club that can easily be passed down 
the family line. Maybe it’s part of our 
character not to talk about religion. It’s 
something some people feel is very 
personal and might give off ence. Other 
cultures have no such reserve – and I 
love the impact that Christians from a 
variety of backgrounds have made on 
the UK church scene. Many churches 
run all kinds of community groups – 
without articulating the faith that drives 
them to make a diff erence in their 
local area. It’s a missed opportunity to 
explain the reason behind what we do. 

I love it when I hear people talking 
about their faith – a living faith that 
has made a real diff erence in their lives. 
Perhaps prompting them to launch a 
charity, or a group that helps people 

with specifi c 
needs, or to start 
a new business. 
Or maybe a faith 
that drives them 
to leave behind a 
high-paying city 
job to work in the 
health service on 
lower pay. Or to 
take their skills 
abroad to work in a 
developing country 
and train local 

people to replace them. 
Our churches have so many stories 
of transformation to share with their 
communities. That’s the type of 
enthusiastic faith that works. It’s about 
a passion that makes a diff erence in 
people’s lives – both themselves and 
the men and women around them.

Maybe we Christians should be more 
passionate and open about what we 
believe – and the impact that faith 
has had on our lives, as well as the 
communities around us??

In Praise Of Passion



Sunday 21 May
 Manchester based Hope for Justice has its own work, finding and caring for victims of slavery but works with 
other groups to tackle its root causes.   Pray the Lighthouse shelters in Cambodia and across Africa will be centres 
of love and restoration.  Pray that more big companies will sign up to the Slave Free Alliance which pledges 
companies to eliminate slavery from their supply chains.  Give thanks for every victim now free. Today we have 
our Annual Parochial Church Meeting  Give thanks for the way the Lord has guided us through the many changes 
of the year now passed.  Pray that He will lead through the coming year, that love and trust will be the hallmarks 
of all we do, work begun, continued or ended and an ingathering of Jesus followers.  Pray for those who will be 
elected to oversee this work.     Thank you Lord that, in a troubled world,  we live in a good and pleasant land.

 Michelle & Gary, Tiegan, Owen & Gracie Myers                     Residents of Plumley Road

Monday 22 May
  Give thanks that the injustice and inequality 
embedded in Colonial History is now more openly 
recognised.  Pray that going forward hidden prejudice 
can be uncovered, leading to a more just world.     
Pray that church members now living in Care 
Homes will not feel forgotten and that through 
visits and sharing news they can still feel included.  
  Although not easy, give thanks for the joy parents 
find as their chilren grow; pray that making time for the 
family to enjoy life together will remain a priority.
Wayne & Sue Morrison  Residents of Primrose Way

Tuesday 23 May
 Pray for the three Church Commissioners who 
have responsibility for managing the Church of 
England’s very considerable assets.  Pray for Andrew 
Selous, MP, who, as second Commissioner also acts 
as a bridge to Parliament.    Give thanks and pray 
for the many from Iran who are now regular members 
of our congregation.  Pray that we can find ways to 
help them become more fully integrated into our 
church life.  Give thanks for Christians who serve 
on public bodies and are active in our society, may 
they have strength to hold to Christian standards 
when the secular tide seems to run against them.
.Akbar Nasiri          Residents of Queen’s Terrace

Wednesday 24 May
 Give thanks for the way that, by helping in their 
day to day living, Tear Fund Partner Churches in 
Malawi see people drawn to Christ and experience 
fullness of life in very practical ways.  Pray for Pat 
Grange our Administrator, for wisdom, grace and 
patience in multi-tasking.       Pray that advocates 
for Assisted Dying will not suceed with proposed 
legislation  Pray rather that more support will be 
given for palliative care and the Hospice Movement 
so that no one may fear being neglected or dying 
in pain.  Give thanks and pray for East Cheshire 
and St Ann’s Hospices, Francis House and other 
Children’s Hospices.
Esther Nuttall           Residents of Rainow Way

Thursday 25 May 
 Kankhombe Primary School in Malawi had 4 toilets for 
351 pupils, many girls particularly did not therefore go to 
school.  Give thanks that with partner churches helping to 
build eight toilet blocks, this has changed.  Pray for other 
Malawian girls still facing period poverty.  Sending a card 
to comfort or encourage a friend is a ministry we can all 
share.  Give thanks for the range of attractive,  affordable 
cards available at St. Chad’s.     Pray for those whose lives 
are limited by a physical disability.   Give thanks for the 
mechanical aids which are available and for the way some 
who use them show how disabilities can be overcome.

Dennis & Margaret Pepler                 Residents of Redb rook Grove 

Friday 26 May
 Celebrate with Transform Trade the way their  Producer 
Support fund has transformed lives, such as those of the 
women who run Meru Herbs in Kenya.  With the closure of 
Traidcraft, Meru Herbs has lost its biggest buyer. Pray that 
new ways will be found to sustain this work.    Pray for 
Aroma Cafe, for Manager Liz, her clients, the helpers and 
for today’s customers  Lord, make your presence know at 
Aroma today.    Pray that businesses which are based 
in Handforth will be places of encouragement, helping 
all staff to achieve their full potential and avoiding 
discrimination and bullying.
Catherine Pepler                           Residents of Redesmere Road

Saturday 27 May 
 For CPAS, SU and others this is the time when 
youngsters will be booking for their camps and 
ventures. Pray that bookings will go well, for those 
arranging the activities and a Summer when many will 
meet Jesus in a real and personal way.  As this year’s 
Thy Kingdom Come cycle comes to an end, thank you 
Lord that our prayers are joined with those from 80 
denominations in 170 countries.    Thank you Lord, 
when at Hope Central Drop in on a Thursday  I see 
people from different churches and none, and from 
many different countries and backgrounds enjoying 
being together I get a sense of what it can mean for  Thy 
Kingdom to come, in Handforth and in our world.

Katherine Rawlins          Residents of Richmond Avenue
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Can Science Prove God Exists?
To risk sounding like a smart 

aleck seven-year-old, technically 
speaking you can only prove things 
mathematically. If you need to know 
that one plus one equals two, don’t go 
to a chemistry lab. The natural sciences 
only deal with things that can be 
observed and measured. Science has 
been so successful that it’s tempting 
to get carried away, valuing science 
above any other kind of knowledge, 
but there are other ways of knowing 
that are equally important. For example, 
art conveys ideas, experiences or 
emotions that provoke us to think or do 
something in response. In fact, to find 
answers to any of the really important 
questions about meaning and purpose 
that affect us throughout our lives, 
we always have to go beyond science. 
Some scientific data might help define 
the question, for example a farmer 
facing a drought would probably like 
to know some details about the current 
weather patterns and the availability of 
seeds for more hardy crops before he 
can start asking “What is the point of 
trying to grow anything at all?” But in 
the end he is asking a deeper question 
– and so are the rest of us when we go 
through any significant experience in 
life. So rather than asking “Can science 
prove God exists?”, what about: “Are the 
findings of science compatible with the 
existence of a purposeful Creator?” For 
many scientists today, the answer to 
the second question is yes. They have 
investigated the Bible’s descriptions 
of the life, death and resurrection of 

Jesus Christ, and found that they make 
sense. They have discovered that they 
can interact with God – especially 
in prayer – and that this faith has 
changed their lives. Professor Christine 
Done, an Astrophysicist at Durham 
University, writes, “For me the more 
we know about the vast, yet intricate 
and beautiful Universe we live in, the 
bigger and more awe-inspiring is the 
God who made it all.” Some go even 
further, making statements like: “the 
way the universe exhibits an ordered 
structure, which is open to science to 
investigate, points to a mind behind it.” 
The question “Can Science Prove God 
Exists?” turns out to be a category error 
– trying to use science to answer a non 
scientific question. On the other hand, 
many scientists think there is enough 
evidence from a wide range of sources 
to warrant belief in God.



Sunday 7 May
  Pray for Colin and Ayki who are now back in Turkey.  Pray for wisdom as they support the church in Aydin.  The 
earthquakes have left a climate of fear across the whole country and they need to know how to balance post 
earthquake ministries with their continuing work supporting couples in their marriages.   Give thanks and 
pray for those who plan and take part in our regular pattern of services.  With children’s work now built back 
into our Sunday worship whilst others still rely on on-line transmission, pray that we can help everyone to feel 
they have an active part in our worship.     With the Celebration of the Coronation pray for unity in our local 
community, in our nation and in the Commonwealth.  Give thanks that the separation of Head of State from the 
Leader of our Government has benefi ts which are lost when the roles are combined in an Executive President.

Sue & Sandy, Gregor, Fraser, Laura & Douglas Livingstone                         Residents of Oakmere

Monday 8 May
 Pray for the Pastor of a Turkish Church in London which 
grew over the COVID  pandemic from 50 to 1,600.  Pray 
for good premises to be found where new converts 
can be nurtured and more of the Turkish speaking 
community reached with the Gospel.  Winter may 
be over but many families are still stuggling to feed 
themselves.  Pray that Hope Central Food Bank will 
continue to bring Jesus’ practical love to them.    Give 
thanks for those who foster and adopt children   Pray 
that they will have the grace and strength needed; for 
Placement Offi  cers to have discernment and sensitivity, 
and for the children. 
Anne Long                           Residents of  Oakmere Road

Tuesday 9 May
 OM keep a separate fund Operation Mercy  which 
workers can draw on when there are particular and 
ugent needs.  Give thanks for its use and pray for those 
countries and situations where the funds have been 
particularly valuable in the last year, Ukraine, Pakistan 
fl oods and confl ict in Yemen.    This evening’s PCC is 
the last before our APCM, give thanks for new church 
members and for work started this year   Pray for 
wisdom in using the resources we have for the coming 
year.   Pray that Ofsted Inspections of local schools 
will be carried out rigorously but with grace and 
understanding, avoiding confrontation.
Rachael & Charlotte McDowell Residents of Old Hall Cres

Wednesday 10 May
  Pray for Lebanon.  The Beirut harbour explosion and 
COVID have compounded other diffi  cilties. One in 4 
of the population are from Syria, refugees from even 
worse troubles. Pray for the Tahaddi Education Centre, 
supported by Tear Fund helping families in greatest 
need.  Give thanks for Aroma Cafe and pray that more 
customers will come in and and enjoy the warm and 
friendly atmosphere.     As Safeguarding Checks for 
those working with Children and Young People become 
stricter pray that Christians will welcome the greater 
security and not be put off  from working with children.
Enid McFall                               Residents of Old Road

Thursday 11 May
  With over 300,000 Turks in the Netherlands, WEC 
ask us to pray for local Christians meeting Turks in 
their daily life; for good conversations which can 
open eyes to see Jesus as Saviour.   Give thanks that 
a faithful ministry of collecting and sorting stamps 
has raised money for TLM over many years. Pray 
for Mercy Ships who can use income from stamps 
we send to support their work.  Give thanks for 
Oakmere, for the accommodation and support given 
to residents  and that it is possible for non-residents 
to join the community and enjoy its facilities.
Anne McFarlane                Residents of Ollerton Road

Friday 12 May  
 Give thanks for CAP’s Specialist Debt Advisors who 
advise on the most complex debt situations.   Pray 
for them as they support local CAP debt counsellors 
and fi nd a way forward in the most diffi  cult cases.  
Pray for Barney, Hope Central’s CAP Debt Counsellor 
and for the Befrienders who see clients with him.  
Give thanks that  Simon Heal has been able to take 
over some of Barney’s administrative work.   Pray 
that the presence of refugees and Asylum seekers 
in Handforth will not be a cause of resentment but 
an opportunity for local residents to pause and be 
thankful for all the good things in our lives we too 
often take for granted.
Jacqui, Trudie & Tom McFarlane            Orchard Drive

Saturday 13 May
 Pray for the people of Russian North Caucasus and 
the neighbouring ‘stans’ (Kazakstan.....).  All still in 
the shadow of the old USSR; life is hard, especially 
for Christians.  Pray for Barnabas, OM and others 
supporting the Churches and giving a vision for 
growth.   Give thanks and pray for those who help 
and encourage the fellowship of Christ Church 
Colshaw.  Pray that Andy Purnell’s vision to work 
alongside CCC and see God’s Kingdom grow will 
come to fruition.     Pray that a trend for people to 
show lack of respect for those who provide services for 
them will be reversed.
Derek & Helen Malpas            Residents of Orwell Close

Sunday 14 May
 This is Christian Aid Week       Malawi is one of many countries aff ected by Climate Change and increasing drought 
conditions.  By introducing pigeon peas, a nutritious but drought resistant crop, Christian Aid have greatly improved 
farmers yields and welfare.  Pray that this inspiring ‘pea’ story will encourage many people to give generously  to 
this year’s appeal.   On Further Education Sunday give thanks for the many who use FE Colleges to move on in 
their careers.   Pray for Festive, a group who support Christian students and staff  in their witness in FE and Sixth 
Form Colleges.        Bishops in the Church of England still have an important public role.   Pray that they will remain 
faithful to biblical teaching and speak that truth to secular powers even when on care for creation, respect for all 
human lifr or issues of sexuality they oppose the  government. 
Sam & Sarah, Eleanor & Sophie Millward                            Residents of  Overton Way

Wednesday 17 May 
 Bob and Debbie have seen the growth of a network 
of churches across the Terai in Nepal, along the Indian 
border. and have set up New Leaf in Kathmandu, a 
safe home for girls rescued from exploitation. Pray 
for the continuation of all this work as they retire.   
Pray for our Wardens, Rob and Sue.  They have overall 
responsibility for all church property and are a first 
support for Vicar, Steve.  Give thanks for Social 
Work Carers who enable people to remain in their own 
homes.  Pray for them and the many more informal 
carers, husbands, wives and others who also ‘care’.

 Darlene & Robert Moore       Residents of Peckmill Close

Friday 19 May
 Give thanks for The Evangelical Alliance and for 
Affi  ninity, which bring together Christians across all 
denomination who who hold to Scripture as their 
guide to faith and life.  Pray for strong mutual support 
when orthodox faith is under attack and grace and 
love when understanding of scripture diff ers.   Give 
thanks and pray for our House Groups.   Pray that 
recent studies which have helped members to 
see where we each have Frontlines, may also help 
others in our church.     Pray that people, especially 
younger ones, who feel that life is worthless, will meet 
with the love they need to make life worthwhile.
Ray Moores                              Residents of Pickmere Road

Saturday 20 May  
 Chester Diocese have held Vision and Strategy 
consultations.  Today in Chester Cathedral the climax 
will be a Vision celebration.   Pray that, as Bishop 
Mark leads this, churches across the Diocese will 
buy into a vision of growth as we share the gospel.  
  Give thanks for Christian marriage and pray that 
the wedding at St Chad’s today will be a joyful 
celebration with Jesus at its centre.   Pray for 
the Serious Organised Crime Agency and that Police 
Forces will have wisdom to know how to balance 
resources between big crime and day to day policing.

John Moreton                    Residents of Pickmere Drive

Monday 15 May
 Give thanks for the Church in Nepal and the growth 
they have seen through bold witness, sometimes against 
strong Hindu opposition at other times through care 
for those whose lives have been shattered by natural 
disasters, COVID or exploitation.  In this digital age our 
Church Web Site is a vital means of communication and a 
shop window. Give thanks for Stuart’s careful and detailed 
management of the site. Pray for its continuation and any 
future developments.  Give thanks for local Garden 
Centres. Pray for a good balance between providing for 
gardening needs and eye-catching sundries. 
Stuart & Sheila Millar                    Residents of Parkgate Way

Tuesday 16 May
 Amidst all the problems in South Sudan give thanks 
for 36 Nutrition Centres where Tearfund supports 
UNICEF in supplying food for 170,000 under 5’s and 
helping pregnant and breast feeding women.    Pray 
for completion of the work needed for the restoration 
of the floor at the back of church and for major work 
needed on the West wall. Give thanks that we have the 
funds needed for this work.   Pray for those who are 
having to live in unsuitable rented accommodation, 
and for Landlords, like Onward Housing, that they will 
be quick to respond when there are urgent needs and 
provide alternative accommodation when needed.
Vicky Mobbs                             Residents of Peacock Way

Ascension Day 18 May
 Thy Kingdom come on earth as it is in Heaven.   We 
use this prayer for these days to Pentecost.  As we 
allow the Ascended Christ to rule in our hearts, Lord 
give us the vision to see His rule over all the earth.   
Lord, give us the eyes of faith to see your Kingdom 
come in Handforth; through Hope Central, through 
Aroma Cafe, and through the daily outworking of 
your purposes in our lives.   Give thanks for the 
staff  and all the services available through Handforth 
Health Centre.  Pray for all the staff , often working 
under great pressure, and for those patients who are 
not able to make an initial contact digitally.
Brice Moore & Cari                 Residents of Peover Road

love when understanding of scripture diff ers.  love when understanding of scripture diff ers.  
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Amidst all the problems in



Sunday 7 May
  Pray for Colin and Ayki who are now back in Turkey.  Pray for wisdom as they support the church in Aydin.  The 
earthquakes have left a climate of fear across the whole country and they need to know how to balance post 
earthquake ministries with their continuing work supporting couples in their marriages.   Give thanks and 
pray for those who plan and take part in our regular pattern of services.  With children’s work now built back 
into our Sunday worship whilst others still rely on on-line transmission, pray that we can help everyone to feel 
they have an active part in our worship.     With the Celebration of the Coronation pray for unity in our local 
community, in our nation and in the Commonwealth.  Give thanks that the separation of Head of State from the 
Leader of our Government has benefi ts which are lost when the roles are combined in an Executive President.

Sue & Sandy, Gregor, Fraser, Laura & Douglas Livingstone                         Residents of Oakmere

Monday 8 May
 Pray for the Pastor of a Turkish Church in London which 
grew over the COVID  pandemic from 50 to 1,600.  Pray 
for good premises to be found where new converts 
can be nurtured and more of the Turkish speaking 
community reached with the Gospel.  Winter may 
be over but many families are still stuggling to feed 
themselves.  Pray that Hope Central Food Bank will 
continue to bring Jesus’ practical love to them.    Give 
thanks for those who foster and adopt children   Pray 
that they will have the grace and strength needed; for 
Placement Offi  cers to have discernment and sensitivity, 
and for the children. 
Anne Long                           Residents of  Oakmere Road

Tuesday 9 May
 OM keep a separate fund Operation Mercy  which 
workers can draw on when there are particular and 
ugent needs.  Give thanks for its use and pray for those 
countries and situations where the funds have been 
particularly valuable in the last year, Ukraine, Pakistan 
fl oods and confl ict in Yemen.    This evening’s PCC is 
the last before our APCM, give thanks for new church 
members and for work started this year   Pray for 
wisdom in using the resources we have for the coming 
year.   Pray that Ofsted Inspections of local schools 
will be carried out rigorously but with grace and 
understanding, avoiding confrontation.
Rachael & Charlotte McDowell Residents of Old Hall Cres

Wednesday 10 May
  Pray for Lebanon.  The Beirut harbour explosion and 
COVID have compounded other diffi  cilties. One in 4 
of the population are from Syria, refugees from even 
worse troubles. Pray for the Tahaddi Education Centre, 
supported by Tear Fund helping families in greatest 
need.  Give thanks for Aroma Cafe and pray that more 
customers will come in and and enjoy the warm and 
friendly atmosphere.     As Safeguarding Checks for 
those working with Children and Young People become 
stricter pray that Christians will welcome the greater 
security and not be put off  from working with children.
Enid McFall                               Residents of Old Road

Thursday 11 May
  With over 300,000 Turks in the Netherlands, WEC 
ask us to pray for local Christians meeting Turks in 
their daily life; for good conversations which can 
open eyes to see Jesus as Saviour.   Give thanks that 
a faithful ministry of collecting and sorting stamps 
has raised money for TLM over many years. Pray 
for Mercy Ships who can use income from stamps 
we send to support their work.  Give thanks for 
Oakmere, for the accommodation and support given 
to residents  and that it is possible for non-residents 
to join the community and enjoy its facilities.
Anne McFarlane                Residents of Ollerton Road

Friday 12 May  
 Give thanks for CAP’s Specialist Debt Advisors who 
advise on the most complex debt situations.   Pray 
for them as they support local CAP debt counsellors 
and fi nd a way forward in the most diffi  cult cases.  
Pray for Barney, Hope Central’s CAP Debt Counsellor 
and for the Befrienders who see clients with him.  
Give thanks that  Simon Heal has been able to take 
over some of Barney’s administrative work.   Pray 
that the presence of refugees and Asylum seekers 
in Handforth will not be a cause of resentment but 
an opportunity for local residents to pause and be 
thankful for all the good things in our lives we too 
often take for granted.
Jacqui, Trudie & Tom McFarlane            Orchard Drive

Saturday 13 May
 Pray for the people of Russian North Caucasus and 
the neighbouring ‘stans’ (Kazakstan.....).  All still in 
the shadow of the old USSR; life is hard, especially 
for Christians.  Pray for Barnabas, OM and others 
supporting the Churches and giving a vision for 
growth.   Give thanks and pray for those who help 
and encourage the fellowship of Christ Church 
Colshaw.  Pray that Andy Purnell’s vision to work 
alongside CCC and see God’s Kingdom grow will 
come to fruition.     Pray that a trend for people to 
show lack of respect for those who provide services for 
them will be reversed.
Derek & Helen Malpas            Residents of Orwell Close

Sunday 14 May
 This is Christian Aid Week       Malawi is one of many countries aff ected by Climate Change and increasing drought 
conditions.  By introducing pigeon peas, a nutritious but drought resistant crop, Christian Aid have greatly improved 
farmers yields and welfare.  Pray that this inspiring ‘pea’ story will encourage many people to give generously  to 
this year’s appeal.   On Further Education Sunday give thanks for the many who use FE Colleges to move on in 
their careers.   Pray for Festive, a group who support Christian students and staff  in their witness in FE and Sixth 
Form Colleges.        Bishops in the Church of England still have an important public role.   Pray that they will remain 
faithful to biblical teaching and speak that truth to secular powers even when on care for creation, respect for all 
human lifr or issues of sexuality they oppose the  government. 
Sam & Sarah, Eleanor & Sophie Millward                            Residents of  Overton Way

Wednesday 17 May 
 Bob and Debbie have seen the growth of a network 
of churches across the Terai in Nepal, along the Indian 
border. and have set up New Leaf in Kathmandu, a 
safe home for girls rescued from exploitation. Pray 
for the continuation of all this work as they retire.   
Pray for our Wardens, Rob and Sue.  They have overall 
responsibility for all church property and are a first 
support for Vicar, Steve.  Give thanks for Social 
Work Carers who enable people to remain in their own 
homes.  Pray for them and the many more informal 
carers, husbands, wives and others who also ‘care’.

 Darlene & Robert Moore       Residents of Peckmill Close

Friday 19 May
 Give thanks for The Evangelical Alliance and for 
Affi  ninity, which bring together Christians across all 
denomination who who hold to Scripture as their 
guide to faith and life.  Pray for strong mutual support 
when orthodox faith is under attack and grace and 
love when understanding of scripture diff ers.   Give 
thanks and pray for our House Groups.   Pray that 
recent studies which have helped members to 
see where we each have Frontlines, may also help 
others in our church.     Pray that people, especially 
younger ones, who feel that life is worthless, will meet 
with the love they need to make life worthwhile.
Ray Moores                              Residents of Pickmere Road

Saturday 20 May  
 Chester Diocese have held Vision and Strategy 
consultations.  Today in Chester Cathedral the climax 
will be a Vision celebration.   Pray that, as Bishop 
Mark leads this, churches across the Diocese will 
buy into a vision of growth as we share the gospel.  
  Give thanks for Christian marriage and pray that 
the wedding at St Chad’s today will be a joyful 
celebration with Jesus at its centre.   Pray for 
the Serious Organised Crime Agency and that Police 
Forces will have wisdom to know how to balance 
resources between big crime and day to day policing.

John Moreton                    Residents of Pickmere Drive

Monday 15 May
 Give thanks for the Church in Nepal and the growth 
they have seen through bold witness, sometimes against 
strong Hindu opposition at other times through care 
for those whose lives have been shattered by natural 
disasters, COVID or exploitation.  In this digital age our 
Church Web Site is a vital means of communication and a 
shop window. Give thanks for Stuart’s careful and detailed 
management of the site. Pray for its continuation and any 
future developments.  Give thanks for local Garden 
Centres. Pray for a good balance between providing for 
gardening needs and eye-catching sundries. 
Stuart & Sheila Millar                    Residents of Parkgate Way

Tuesday 16 May
 Amidst all the problems in South Sudan give thanks 
for 36 Nutrition Centres where Tearfund supports 
UNICEF in supplying food for 170,000 under 5’s and 
helping pregnant and breast feeding women.    Pray 
for completion of the work needed for the restoration 
of the floor at the back of church and for major work 
needed on the West wall. Give thanks that we have the 
funds needed for this work.   Pray for those who are 
having to live in unsuitable rented accommodation, 
and for Landlords, like Onward Housing, that they will 
be quick to respond when there are urgent needs and 
provide alternative accommodation when needed.
Vicky Mobbs                             Residents of Peacock Way

Ascension Day 18 May
 Thy Kingdom come on earth as it is in Heaven.   We 
use this prayer for these days to Pentecost.  As we 
allow the Ascended Christ to rule in our hearts, Lord 
give us the vision to see His rule over all the earth.   
Lord, give us the eyes of faith to see your Kingdom 
come in Handforth; through Hope Central, through 
Aroma Cafe, and through the daily outworking of 
your purposes in our lives.   Give thanks for the 
staff  and all the services available through Handforth 
Health Centre.  Pray for all the staff , often working 
under great pressure, and for those patients who are 
not able to make an initial contact digitally.
Brice Moore & Cari                 Residents of Peover Road
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Sunday 21 May
 Manchester based Hope for Justice has its own work, finding and caring for victims of slavery but works with 
other groups to tackle its root causes.   Pray the Lighthouse shelters in Cambodia and across Africa will be centres 
of love and restoration.  Pray that more big companies will sign up to the Slave Free Alliance which pledges 
companies to eliminate slavery from their supply chains.  Give thanks for every victim now free. Today we have 
our Annual Parochial Church Meeting  Give thanks for the way the Lord has guided us through the many changes 
of the year now passed.  Pray that He will lead through the coming year, that love and trust will be the hallmarks 
of all we do, work begun, continued or ended and an ingathering of Jesus followers.  Pray for those who will be 
elected to oversee this work.     Thank you Lord that, in a troubled world,  we live in a good and pleasant land.

 Michelle & Gary, Tiegan, Owen & Gracie Myers                     Residents of Plumley Road

Monday 22 May
  Give thanks that the injustice and inequality 
embedded in Colonial History is now more openly 
recognised.  Pray that going forward hidden prejudice 
can be uncovered, leading to a more just world.     
Pray that church members now living in Care 
Homes will not feel forgotten and that through 
visits and sharing news they can still feel included.  
  Although not easy, give thanks for the joy parents 
find as their chilren grow; pray that making time for the 
family to enjoy life together will remain a priority.
Wayne & Sue Morrison  Residents of Primrose Way

Tuesday 23 May
 Pray for the three Church Commissioners who 
have responsibility for managing the Church of 
England’s very considerable assets.  Pray for Andrew 
Selous, MP, who, as second Commissioner also acts 
as a bridge to Parliament.    Give thanks and pray 
for the many from Iran who are now regular members 
of our congregation.  Pray that we can find ways to 
help them become more fully integrated into our 
church life.  Give thanks for Christians who serve 
on public bodies and are active in our society, may 
they have strength to hold to Christian standards 
when the secular tide seems to run against them.
.Akbar Nasiri          Residents of Queen’s Terrace

Wednesday 24 May
 Give thanks for the way that, by helping in their 
day to day living, Tear Fund Partner Churches in 
Malawi see people drawn to Christ and experience 
fullness of life in very practical ways.  Pray for Pat 
Grange our Administrator, for wisdom, grace and 
patience in multi-tasking.       Pray that advocates 
for Assisted Dying will not suceed with proposed 
legislation  Pray rather that more support will be 
given for palliative care and the Hospice Movement 
so that no one may fear being neglected or dying 
in pain.  Give thanks and pray for East Cheshire 
and St Ann’s Hospices, Francis House and other 
Children’s Hospices.
Esther Nuttall           Residents of Rainow Way

Thursday 25 May 
 Kankhombe Primary School in Malawi had 4 toilets for 
351 pupils, many girls particularly did not therefore go to 
school.  Give thanks that with partner churches helping to 
build eight toilet blocks, this has changed.  Pray for other 
Malawian girls still facing period poverty.  Sending a card 
to comfort or encourage a friend is a ministry we can all 
share.  Give thanks for the range of attractive,  affordable 
cards available at St. Chad’s.     Pray for those whose lives 
are limited by a physical disability.   Give thanks for the 
mechanical aids which are available and for the way some 
who use them show how disabilities can be overcome.

Dennis & Margaret Pepler                 Residents of Redb rook Grove 

Friday 26 May
 Celebrate with Transform Trade the way their  Producer 
Support fund has transformed lives, such as those of the 
women who run Meru Herbs in Kenya.  With the closure of 
Traidcraft, Meru Herbs has lost its biggest buyer. Pray that 
new ways will be found to sustain this work.    Pray for 
Aroma Cafe, for Manager Liz, her clients, the helpers and 
for today’s customers  Lord, make your presence know at 
Aroma today.    Pray that businesses which are based 
in Handforth will be places of encouragement, helping 
all staff to achieve their full potential and avoiding 
discrimination and bullying.
Catherine Pepler                           Residents of Redesmere Road

Saturday 27 May 
 For CPAS, SU and others this is the time when 
youngsters will be booking for their camps and 
ventures. Pray that bookings will go well, for those 
arranging the activities and a Summer when many will 
meet Jesus in a real and personal way.  As this year’s 
Thy Kingdom Come cycle comes to an end, thank you 
Lord that our prayers are joined with those from 80 
denominations in 170 countries.    Thank you Lord, 
when at Hope Central Drop in on a Thursday  I see 
people from different churches and none, and from 
many different countries and backgrounds enjoying 
being together I get a sense of what it can mean for  Thy 
Kingdom to come, in Handforth and in our world.

Katherine Rawlins          Residents of Richmond Avenue
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Can Science Prove God Exists?
To risk sounding like a smart 

aleck seven-year-old, technically 
speaking you can only prove things 
mathematically. If you need to know 
that one plus one equals two, don’t go 
to a chemistry lab. The natural sciences 
only deal with things that can be 
observed and measured. Science has 
been so successful that it’s tempting 
to get carried away, valuing science 
above any other kind of knowledge, 
but there are other ways of knowing 
that are equally important. For example, 
art conveys ideas, experiences or 
emotions that provoke us to think or do 
something in response. In fact, to find 
answers to any of the really important 
questions about meaning and purpose 
that affect us throughout our lives, 
we always have to go beyond science. 
Some scientific data might help define 
the question, for example a farmer 
facing a drought would probably like 
to know some details about the current 
weather patterns and the availability of 
seeds for more hardy crops before he 
can start asking “What is the point of 
trying to grow anything at all?” But in 
the end he is asking a deeper question 
– and so are the rest of us when we go 
through any significant experience in 
life. So rather than asking “Can science 
prove God exists?”, what about: “Are the 
findings of science compatible with the 
existence of a purposeful Creator?” For 
many scientists today, the answer to 
the second question is yes. They have 
investigated the Bible’s descriptions 
of the life, death and resurrection of 

Jesus Christ, and found that they make 
sense. They have discovered that they 
can interact with God – especially 
in prayer – and that this faith has 
changed their lives. Professor Christine 
Done, an Astrophysicist at Durham 
University, writes, “For me the more 
we know about the vast, yet intricate 
and beautiful Universe we live in, the 
bigger and more awe-inspiring is the 
God who made it all.” Some go even 
further, making statements like: “the 
way the universe exhibits an ordered 
structure, which is open to science to 
investigate, points to a mind behind it.” 
The question “Can Science Prove God 
Exists?” turns out to be a category error 
– trying to use science to answer a non 
scientific question. On the other hand, 
many scientists think there is enough 
evidence from a wide range of sources 
to warrant belief in God.



Whitsunday 28 May
  O faithful God You fulfi lled the promise of Easter by sending us your Holy Spirit and opening to every race and 
nation the way of eternal life; open our lips by the same Spirit, that every tongue may tell of your glory through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen  O Breath of Life come sweeping through us, revive your church with life and power; 
O Breath of Life come. cleanse, renew us, and fi t your church to meet this hour.   ‘All of them were fi lled with the 
Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.’  Lord, give us that longing that all who 
join us at St Chad’s today might be fi lled with the Holy Spirit.     Pray that through the diff erent ministries of Hope 
Central  many in Handforth will begin to see that Your Spirit is still at work amongst us today.

Andrea & Martin, Noah & Alice Paxton                                                   Residents of Ringstead Close

Monday 29 May
 Gve thanks that God’s work in Mali continues 
to grow despite on-going violence.  Both Bible 
Society and Feba have building projects.  Pray that 
the completion of the buildings will provide secure 
bases for their continuing work.  Pray for Church 
Treasurer, Chris, and the Resources Committee.  Give 
thanks that through us, his people, all our fi nancial 
needs have been met and we are able to support 
God’s work outside our parish.  But needs increase 
and increased giving will be needed.  Lord may we be 
generous givers.   Whole industries prosper because 
‘Sex sells’ and ‘betting excites’.   Pray for those trapped 
by their enticements, may they fi nd the better way.  
Dave Raggett, Preeti & Sameer    Residents of 
Rodepool Close

Tuesday 30 May
 Give thanks for UESI, Union of Evangelical 
Students India.   Praise for faithful ministry and 
service in universities and communities over many 
years and pray for Leaders Training Camps across 
the country next month.    Rebecca Mwapwe 
will soon be graduating as a nurse in Zambia.  Give 
thanks that, with our support, her training has 
gone very well and pray for her to shine for Christ 
as her career progresses.    Pray for 111 and 999 
call handlers, that a clear and steady response will 
reassure those in desperate need.
Richard & Bianca, Miles, Annabel & Oscar Reeve             
Residents of Rookerypool Close

Wednesday 31 May 
 Give thanks for those whom CAP Counsellors 
have helped to come through crises to new faith 
and new life.  Praise and pray for many who, from 
their own experience, are now working with CAP to 
bring that hope to others who are still struggling.  
 Give thanks for every family linked to St Chad’s, 
as we celebrate the blessings of family, pray that 
older ‘singles’ and others with limited family may 
be drawn into our families.   Give thanks for the bus 
services we do have through Handforth; by our using 
them may we show they are needed and valued.

 Andy & Alison Roberts       Residents of Rossenclough 
Close

Thursday 1 June
 Hope Central Food Bank is the most high profile 
part of its work; pray that its use will open doors for 
those in need to access other help on offer which 
can bring them to the point where the Food Bank is 
not needed.  Give thanks for the beauty seen in our 
church gardens.  Pray that those who help maintain 
them will gain much satisfaction from their work 
and also from the way those passing through can 
be encouraged to stop and be drawn into church.   
Give thanks for those who work for Nightingale Care.  May  
their gentle, fi rm and loving care be a blessing to those 
they help.  
David & Mary Royle          Residents of Saltersbrook Grove

Friday 2 June
 Continue to pray for those who run and those who 
come to Life Skills, Jobs Clubs and Money Management 
courses at CAP Centres around the country; all help 
towards building the life in all its fulness which Jesus 
off ers.   Pray for Vicar Steve in the work he does in 
addition to parish responsibilities.  Pray for him as Chair  
of Governors for of Handforth Grange Primary and the 
support he gives there, to time spent with our Iranian 
brothers.   Give thanks for local  Taxi Services.  Pray for 
the drivers, driving at any time and in all conditions is not 
easy.  Pray for safety on our roads.
Cynthia Samson                               Residents of  Sagars Road

Saturday 3 June 
 Pray for Myanmar (Burma).  The Tatmadaw army 
of the present regime supresses all dissent and 
persecutes the minority tribal groups, many of whom 
are Christians, mercilessly.  Lord, we cry, have mercy 
on that land.    Flowers in church, tea and coff ee after 
our services enrich our times together.  Thank you Lord for 
those who help in these ways.    Since COVID more people, 
particularly young people, have suff ered from depression 
and mental illness.  Support systems are stretched.  May 
we all be aware of the pressures others are under and 
sympathetic  to their needs.

Sue, Jennifer & David Sanders             Residents of  Sandiway 
Road
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Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.’  Lord, give us that longing that all who Enthusiasm – I love it. Give me 
passion, excitement, fascination and 

joy over calm detachment and a cool 
distance anytime. I see that passion at 
football matches when people support 
their team, and I 
see it in grassroots 
organisations 
thriving in the 
town where I live. 
Enthusiasm is 
infectious, but sadly, 
in our churches, 
we don’t always do 
enthusiasm well. 
Research shows that 
many Christians fail 
badly at passing on 
their beliefs to the 
next generation. Faith, it seems, is not 
as infectious as a passion for a football 
club that can easily be passed down 
the family line. Maybe it’s part of our 
character not to talk about religion. It’s 
something some people feel is very 
personal and might give off ence. Other 
cultures have no such reserve – and I 
love the impact that Christians from a 
variety of backgrounds have made on 
the UK church scene. Many churches 
run all kinds of community groups – 
without articulating the faith that drives 
them to make a diff erence in their 
local area. It’s a missed opportunity to 
explain the reason behind what we do. 

I love it when I hear people talking 
about their faith – a living faith that 
has made a real diff erence in their lives. 
Perhaps prompting them to launch a 
charity, or a group that helps people 

with specifi c 
needs, or to start 
a new business. 
Or maybe a faith 
that drives them 
to leave behind a 
high-paying city 
job to work in the 
health service on 
lower pay. Or to 
take their skills 
abroad to work in a 
developing country 
and train local 

people to replace them. 
Our churches have so many stories 
of transformation to share with their 
communities. That’s the type of 
enthusiastic faith that works. It’s about 
a passion that makes a diff erence in 
people’s lives – both themselves and 
the men and women around them.

Maybe we Christians should be more 
passionate and open about what we 
believe – and the impact that faith 
has had on our lives, as well as the 
communities around us??

In Praise Of Passion



Isaiah 6:1 (ASV)
1 In the year that king Uzziah died I saw 

the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and 
lifted up; and his train filled the temple.

As we come to the King Charles’s 
Coronation this month it is worth 
reflecting on the vision that Isaiah had of 
the throne room in heaven. Isaiah’s vision, 
we are told, takes place in the year that 
King Uzziah died.  The story of King Uzziah 
is told in 2Chronicles 26. Uzziah took over 
from his father, Amaziah. Amaziah’s reign 
is described in the previous chapter as 
‘doing what was right in the eyes of the 
Lord, yet not with a whole heart.’ This 
would also describe Uzziah’s pattern. 
Uzziah began his reign well. He sought 
the council of men who would direct him 
in God’s way. And through that he sought 
to walk in God’s path, and rule the nation 
in a way that honoured God. As he did 
so, the nation prospered and he ruled 
Israel well until he became powerful. 
With power came pride, and with pride 
came disobedience to God. Uzziah’s 
reign ends badly and he dies disgraced. 

It is at this point that God brings Isaiah 
into the temple and gives him a vision, a 
glimpse of the true King of all kings. Isaiah 
is overwhelmed by the vision he has in 
the throne room of YHWH. He becomes 
acutely aware of his own sinfulness and 
that of the nation in which he lives. He 
is offered atonement for his sins, and 
cleansing and forgiveness. The vision gave 
him a true sense of perspective and a 
humility before the King of kings and Lord 
of lords.
We must pray for King Charles as he 
takes up the mantle of Monarch in our 
country. His predecessor Queen Elizabeth 
took her role very seriously before God. 
She honoured the King of kings first and 
foremost in her life. We must pray that 
King Charles will have that same sense of 
perspective. And for ourselves, regardless 
of what happens in the leadership of our 
country we must keep our eyes fixed on 
the throne room of God and not pin our 
hopes on waiting for good leadership in 
this world. We must find our atonement in 
Christ alone, and walk in his paths and not 
in our own understanding.

Devotional -  Steve Burmester
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The Gold State Coach is a dazzling, 
living part of British history. 

The iconic carriage which featured 
spectacularly at Queen Elizabeth II’s 
Platinum Jubilee pageant, is on display 
at the Royal Mews, the working stables 
of Buckingham Palace. Here are some 
interesting facts about the Gold State 
Coach.
1. The Gold State Coach is 260 years old
and has been a splendid sight at royal 
coronations, jubilees, and events 
since it was 
built in 1762. It 
was designed 
by William 
Chambers and 
made by the 
coachmaker 
Samuel Butler. 
At 260 years 
old it has been 
used at every 
coronation since 
that of George IV 
in 1821.
2. It is only ever 
used at walking pace because of its age 
and weight. The huge coach is seven 
metres long, 3.6 metres tall, weighs four 
tonnes, and needs eight horses to draw 
it.
3. Is the Gold State Coach made 
from real gold? The coach is made of 
giltwood, which is a thin layer of gold 
leaf over wood and the interior is lined 
and upholstered with velvet and satin 
featuring magnificent painted panels 

of Roman gods and goddesses by 
Giovanni Cipriani, rich gilded sculptures 
including three cherubs on the roof 
representing England, Scotland, and 
Ireland, and four massive triton figures 
above each wheel. 
4. Queen Elizabeth II used it on her 
Coronation Day in 1953 to travel from 
Buckingham Palace to Westminster 
Abbey, and to return. It has been 
reported that Royal Mews staff strapped 
a hot water bottle under the seat, as 

the day was 
unseasonally 
cold and wet! 
5. The coach 
was also used 
at the State 
Openings of 
Parliament, 
by George III, 
George IV and 
William IV. 
Queen Victoria, 
however, was 
not fond of 
the coach and 

after Prince Albert’s death in 1861, only 
opened Parliament seven times and did 
not make use of the State Coach.
6. The Gold State Coach is the third 
oldest surviving coach in the UK.
There are two older coaches in the UK: 
The Speaker of the House of Common’s 
Coach is the oldest dating from 1698 
and the Lord Mayor of London’s Coach 
was built in 1758.

The Gold State Coach 
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Thanks to Pat and Jim for their continued hard work in 
putting Inspire together. This year has already brought 

its highs and lows for us as a church. Highs as we’ve celebrated 
Easter, baptisms, confi rmations and affi  rmations, and lows 
as we’ve mourned together at the loss of people very dear 
and special to us as a church family. We will celebrate the 
Coronation this month and come together for food and 
fellowship over that weekend, and as the days get longer 

and the weather, hopefully, warmer we will look forward to 
the summer months. Through it all our hope must be secured not on the changing 
circumstances of life, but the Rock on whom we build our lives, Jesus Christ. Stand 
fi rm on Him and Him alone.

Revd Steve Burmester 

Vicar, St Chad’s Church

After the Ascension, what? 
The New Testament tells us that Jesus ascended into 

heaven, and now intercedes for us at His Father’s right hand. 
Have you ever wondered what this means? Some have 
thought that the Lord is somehow constantly ‘re-off ering’ the 
sacrifi ce of His death before the Father in heaven, and in so 
doing is ‘pleading’ on our behalf. But the New Testament is 
clear in its insistence that Christ’s death was historically once 
and for all achieved. Hebrews 7:25,27 tells us “…He is able to 

save to the uttermost those who draw near to God through Him, since He always 
lives to make intercession for them….He has no need, like those high priests, to 
off er sacrifi ces daily…. Since He did this once for all when He off ered up Himself….”  
Instead, Jesus is now in heaven to ‘represent us before the Father’ (1 John 2:1). He is 
there to escort you into the Father’s presence every time you turn to God in prayer. 
That is why Christian prayer always ends with ‘In Jesus Christ’s Name’. 

He is our only way through.

Pat Grange

Editor

United
An ancient ornate wooden seat and an historic stone

Shall once again be joined and meet to form a royal throne.

Our kings and queens, anointed there o’er seven hundred years.
Upon this Anglo-Scottish chair they heard their people’s cheers!

The throne was formed of English Oak and gilded with fine gold
It bears the marks of common folk who slept there, so we’re told.

The stone was used by Scottish kings. Upon the Stone of Scone
Was marked the destiny it brings in time-eroded rune.

And now, united once again as royal anthems ring;
We sing, united just like them our hymn ‘God save the King!’

� e Stone of Destiny, which was used 
in the inauguration of Scottish kings 
for centuries, was seized by King 
Edward I and built into a throne at 
Westminster Abbey in 1296. Also 
known as the Stone of Scone, it was 
returned to Scotland in 1996. Queen 
Elizabeth II sat above the stone when 
she was crowned in 1953 and it will 
feature once again in the ceremony 

for her son.
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May Services            
                    
Wednesday 3rd
10.30am   BCP Holy Communion

Sunday 7th 
10am         All Age Service
6pm           Rhema

Wednesday 10th
10.30am    BCP Morning Prayer

Sunday 14th 
10am         All Age Worship & Holy 
Communion
6pm           Rhema

Wednesday 17th
10.30am   BCP Holy Communion

Sunday 21st  
10am         All Age Worship 
6pm           Rhema

Wednesday 24th
10.30am   BCP Morning Prayer

Sunday 28th 
10am         All Age Service & Holy 
Communion
6pm           Rhema

Wednesday 31st
10.30am   BCP Holy Communion

All Sunday and Wednesday morning 
services will also be live on YouTube 
please see the church website for log on 
details.

HANDFORTH


