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As June arrives, it’s hard to believe we have reached 
the middle of the year already! And yet so much has 

happened in the fi rst six months of 2023. The winter 
felt harder and longer than it has in previous years. As a 
church we’ve felt the loss of some very special members 
of our church family, and this has made it feel even harder. 
However, there is also much to be thankful for. New people 

are joining us and we’ve celebrated many baptisms and 
confi rmations - so there is cause for joy.

We have a new King enthroned in the UK and it was good to celebrate this 
tremendous event with people at church. And as I write we are inbetween 

Ascension Day and Pentecost. The Ascension reminds us that whatever might 
be going on in our world, or in our personal lives, Jesus Christ is on the throne 
in the heavenlies. He is ruling our world with all authority and dominion. The 
scriptures also tell us he is intercedeing for us. This is an amazing statement 
and has many implications. One of those implications is that Jesus is taking our 
prayers, feeble and mixed up and inadequate as they are, and he is speaking to 
God the Father about them on our behalf.

Jesus taught us to pray to God using the words “Our Father...” and in this month, 
when we celebrate Father’s day, it’s good to remember the fact that God is re-
vealed to us as a perfect and loving Father fi gure. Margaret Wood helpfully re-
minds us in her refl ection speaking about gender, particularly in this day and 
age, is a complex issue and it is good to see women being more highlighted in 
our society. Alongside this we do recognise Jesus specifi cally tells us to see God 
as our ‘Daddy’ and a feature from JI Packer helps us to remember this.

Pat is taking a much needed break this month and we look forward to welcom-
ing her back as Editor-in-Chief for the next edition. Jim has worked hard on col-
lecting prayers for us to use throughout June, and I hope that you fi nd the other 
features in this month’s Inspire, helpful and encouraging. God bless you through-
out June 2023.

Revd Steve Burmester 
Vicar, St Chad’s Church

WELCOME JUNE 2023

Postage stamps for mission

You will know that for many years, as a church, we have supported the 
Leprosy Mission by collecting postage stamps and postcards.

As from 1st April 2023, they no longer accept these as it is now too 
labour intensive with poor financial returns, particularly since the 
widespread use of self adhesive and barcoded stamps. So we searched 
for an alternative Christian charity to support, and after some discus-
sion, we decided on Mercy Ships. This is a faith based international 
organisation that uses hospital ships to deliver first class medical and 
surgical treatment to some of the poorest countries of the world. In 
addition, they train and mentor local health professionals to continue 
care after the ship leaves.

Pat reprinted an article from a Mercy Ships doctor in the November 
edition of Inspire. Please do look that article up again.

Their vision is to follow the model of Jesus by “bringing hope and heal-
ing to the poor”

If you would like to know more, there are some moving and inspiring 
videos on their website.  www.mercyships.org.uk

The basket to receive stamps remains at the rear of church.

Anne Long



As we were reminded recently, in the 
Sunday morning service, God intended 
that men and women should be equal 
but with different roles.  This didn’t really 
happen in Old Testament times.  Very 
few women are mentioned apart from 
the names of wives and mothers.   Eve of 
course.  Miriam, the sister of Moses played 
a significant role starting when she was 
a child and saving the life of her baby 
brother.

Sometimes God appears to “think outside 
the box”.   Only men were prophets but 
Deborah was called to prophesy and was 
the only female judge.

In New Testament times Jesus raised the 
status of women.  In Matthew chapter one 
four women are listed in the genealogy of 
Jesus.  Three of them were tainted in one 
way or another but God saw fit to have 
them included in the genealogy.

Mary, of course, was an extremely popular 
name in New Testament times.  As a 
teenager Mary was called to become the 
mother of the Messiah. What an amazing 
life. Mary Magdalene, Mary and Martha, 
and Mary the mother of James and 
Salome are a few others.

It was ‘a woman of the city’ who anointed 
the feet of Jesus while he ate at the table 
of a Pharisee.  The lowest servant usually 
washed folk’s feet which would be dirty 
after travelling.  It was the women who 
ministered to Jesus as He was travelling 
from place to place.   Women who 

were first at the tomb following Jesus’s 
crucifixion and burial.   

I am not an ardent feminist but I do 
believe men and women should have 
equal rights. Also, equal pay for the same 
work.

I have seen significant change during 
my life time.   First women newscasters.  
More women doctors, lawyers and other 
professionals.   As a child the only lady 
doctor I can remember was the school 
doctor.  For the first time women took 
part in the Coronation Service for the new 
monarch as we saw in May this year.    If a 
man was physically abusing his wife the 
police ignored it and said it was only “a 
domestic”.   Now it is taken seriously.

In church women do so much more than 
they did.  Not just arranging the flowers 
and serving the coffee.

As we enjoy relative peace and freedom 
let’s not forget the many women and 
girls persecuted simply because they 
are Christians.   Men as well of course, 
but young women and girls are often 
kidnapped by men of a different faith.   
They are then forced to change to their 
captors’ religion and then marry them.

May we all be blessed in who we are 
In Christ Jesus our Lord; both men and 
women.

Reflection Margaret Wood
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Sunday 2 July
 ‘If you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain ‘move’ and it will.  Mtt. 17:20   Millions 
of people around the world have their lives blighted by litteral mountains of plastic and other rubbish.  Pray that 
Global Plastic Free July will mark  a change in attitudes, stopping single-use plastic production and encouraging 
every move to clear plastic waste.     Those who have resettled from Hong Kong face different challenges from 
Iranian refugees but all must adapt to using English and understanding our very different culture.  As we help them 
to understand our customs and language idioms may we begin to learn something of their traditions.      Many 
staff in schools, locally and nationally will be weary as they approach the end of the school year.   May that 
have strength to continue and be able to enjoy Summer Fairs, Sports Days  and other end-of-yeat activities.                                
Sussanah & Donald, Catherine & Thomas Alexander                              Residents of The Green

Monday 3 July
 Thank you Lord for the counter-cultural way Jesus 
respecteded women in his own time and for the 
advances in equlity and opportunity in our own 
time.    But we also pray for the many women who 
are still denied this respect.     Pray that as changes 
to our Parish Boundaries are proposed in the light 
of new housing developments, they will allow for 
better pastoral care for the whole Parish.  As more 
lands aroiund Handforth is taken over by housing, pray 
for our Town Council to work to ensure that as much 
green space as possible is preserved and  best used.                           
Judy & Gordon Ads head          Residents of The Paddock

Tuesday 4 July
 We thank you for increased gender equality in 
education but pray for 129 million girls without 
schooling because of poverty, religious and 
cultural predudice and other reasons.    Road exit 
from the Fairways Estate is only into Meriton Rd. 
Handforth but officially it is in Styal Parish.  Pray 
that this anomaly can be corrected.   Pray that 
the slogan ‘When the fun stops, stop’ may be taken 
more seriously so that the damage done to too 
many lives by excessive gambling may be curbed.
John & Jenny Allen                      Residents of The Race

Wednesday 5 July 
 Give thanks for the support UCCF Staff give to 
Ghristian Groups in Universities and Colleges.   Pray 
for Boaz Williams, Staff Worker in the Manchester 
who is taking over the leadership of the team in 
the North West.     The financial health of St Chad’s  
depends on regular giving by the congregation.  
Give thanks that new members are giving regularly 
but the loss of some longstanding members (and 
givers) does have a big impact.  Pray.    Give thanks 
and pray for Adlington Manor Nursing Home, for the 
care staff give to the residents, for the residents and for 
their families.              David & Avril Allen                Residents 
of The Seftons

Thursday 6 July
 Pray that the actions of Christian groups to clear 
plastic waste from Brazil to the Congo will be matched 
by commitments from governments and businesses 
to take responsibility for and tackle the plastic 
pollution for which they cause.  Pray for a closer 
relatiinship between the different ministries of Hope 
Central, Aroma Cafe and the regular activities of St  
Chad’s as a church fellowship.  By working together 
may our witnes to Christ in our community be seen 
more clearly.     As new home  building progresses at The 
Sanctuary, Cypress House and the Mermaid pray that we 
will welcome new residents into our village and St Chad’s.   
Dorothy Anderson                   Residents of Thornton Drive

Friday 7 July
 Pray for General Synod meeting this week-end.  Pray 
that Love, Respect and Faith may dominate over discord 
and suspicion in finding a way forward for our Church.  
Pray that those who want to see big changes will 
understand the wider harm this will cause.   Give thanks 
and pray for the growing number of volunteers from St 
Chad’s who are helping as Befrienders with Barney in 
Debt Counselling.    Give thanks for Medical Technicians 
and other behind the scenes  staff.  Without their work 
blood samples would not be analysed and the diagnostic 
data upon which doctors rely would not be vailable.                 
Peter & Dianne Armstrong                    Timbersbrook Grove

Saturday 8 July 
 Pray that General Synod will give a lead in the changes 
that are needed if we are looking for growth in our Church 
and not managing decline    The Food Bank is the most 
high profile part of Hope Centra but fod banks can never 
offer a long term solution to people’s problems.  Pray that 
by using all the other help Hope Central offers clients can 
work their way to a sustainable future.  Spath Lane is now 
a very diverse community of private and social housing.  
Give thanks for the wide range of people and facitities in 
the area and Pray for Spath Lane Residents Association.  
Cynthia Ashworth                        Residents of Tilston Walk



Sunday 25 June
  As we pray for the Persecuted Church today, remember that persecution comes in diff erent ways, often 
with restrictions on freedom and rights, sometimes inprisonment which in countries such as North Korea and 
Eritrea physical torture.  Lord give to your servants in all these circumstances the comfort of your presence, 
the mental and physical strength to remain faitful and still to shine for you.     Near the beginning of the 
Coronation Service King Charles is presented with a bible ‘Receive this Book, the most valuable thing that this world 
aff ords.  Here is Wisdom; This is the royal Law; These are the lively Oracles of God. Lord, may we value the bible in 
this way and use it as our guide..    Pray for John and Julie Smith now elected as our Cheshire East Councillors 
and for the eleven members of our expanded Town Council, that as six new members join the Council all will 
work together for the benefi t of all our community.  Pray for Ashley Comiskey Dawson , Handforth Town Clerk.                                         
Phil & Gwen, Evie & Sophie Wilkinson                                     Residents of Swinley Close

Monday 26 June
 Pray that those who work in the Mass Media will be 
wise, accurate, fair and honourable in their reporting 
on people and events.  Pray that our laws will protect 
Freedom of Expression but curb that which stirs up 
hatred.    Give thanks for our House Groups and 
their leaders.  Pray for Richard as he chooses study 
material and guides the groups.     Pray for single 
parent families and families when both parents are 
working, that in the busyness of life they will make 
time for their families to relax and grow together.                  
Polly Wilson                     Residents of Tabley Road

Tuesday 27 June
 Pray for the people of Mozambique, thank 
you for those in the North who are bringing 
relief to those displaced by Islamist insugency, 
and agencies in the South helping communities 
recover from the disasterous effects of cyclonic 
storms. Tuesday evening Prayers are central to 
the life of St Chad’s but only a small group meet, 
usually online.  Pray that more will be motivated 
to join.  Should Steve consider a change of time or 
format?   When surfing the internet shocking and 
harmful content is oftern’only a klick away’. Pray 
for stronger regulation and wise discerment for all 
internet users. 
 Margaret Wood                   Residents of Tame Walk

Wednesday 28June 
 The Democratic Rupublic of the Congo (DRC) is 
rich in resources but little value from exports comes 
to the people.  Pray that this might change; pray 
also for peace and security in the mainly Christian 
NE which is wracked by violence by armed Islamist 
groups.  Pray for our Resources Committee, as well 
as reviewing our regular finances pray for on-going 
discussions and decisions to be made in the light 
of a comprehensive energy audit.    In a society 
which often seems obsessed with sexgive thanks and 
pray for those in the media whose presentations are 
eff ective without constant reference to sexual imagery.            
Keith & Janet Woodcock    Residents of Tarporley Walk

Thursday 29 June
 Pray for Ofcom and its officers who are charged 
with regulating UK Communications Industries.   
Easily criticised, we pray that they will be able to 
encourage good and helpful content.  Pray for 
those at St Chad’s who have served in different 
capacities over many years.  as they need to step 
aside, give thanks for new members who are 
joining us and pray for an effective handing on of 
responsibilities.    Give thanks and pray for the staff  at 
Weston Care Home and for God’s care for the residents.                                                                                                               
Pat Worthington                         Residents of Tarvin Way

Friday 30 June
 Thank God that in 2022 the Ukrainian Bible Society was 
able to supply 359.000 Bibles in response to a doubling 
of requests.  Pray that these Bibles will help many to fi nd 
peace in Jesus but also pray for an end to the present 
confl ict.    Give thanks for the attractive, aff ordable cards 
which are available at St Chad’s and for our suppliers.  
Pray that their use will be a simple extension of Pastoral 
Care, a simple way to share in people’s joys and sorrows.   
  Pray for Styal Prison, for inmates, staff  and volunteers.  
Givethanks for evert initiative which seeks to make 
time in prison a positive and not a negative experience.     
Eunice Wynne-Nield                               Residents of  Tatton Road

Saturday 1 July 
 Pray for journalists and media workers continuing 
in countries where freedom of expression is limited or 
non-existent and their safety is at risk. Protect those who 
seek to expose political corruption and abuse of human 
rights.    Give thanks that for those of many nationalities 
who join us in worship.  Pray for ways of sharing so that 
all can benefi t from giving and receiving from each 
other.   Depression and mental illness is huge problem 
everywhere in our society.   Give thanks for groups off ering 
gadening and other outdoor activites which have proved 
a lifeline to some who ave been trapped in depression.                                         
Ali Abbaspour                                    Residents of The Carriages
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Uganda and it’s martyrs...       
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The Ugandan Church had dozens 
of martyrs within just ten years of 
Christianity arriving there. At fi rst, it 
had gone so well:  the fi rst Anglican 
missionaries arriving in Uganda in 
1877 were welcomed by the Kabaka 
(king) of Buganda, Mutesa. Mutesa 
also welcomed the Roman Catholics 
and Muslim Arabs, and, being a natural 
diplomat, retained his power by cleverly 
playing off  the three groups against 
each other.

His son, Mwanga ll, who became king 
about 1883, was very diff erent. Mwanga 
II wanted to retain absolute power, and 
deeply resented the missionaries and 
new converts, whom he felt were giving 
their allegiance to Christianity, instead.

And so it was that on 31st January 1885 
he ordered the execution of Yusufu 
(Joseph) Rugarama, Makko (Mark) 
Kakumba, and Nuwa (Noah) Serwanga. 
That October, even the Anglican Bishop, 
James Hannington, was murdered.

When Joseph Mukasa Balikuddembe, a 
senior advisor to the king and a Catholic 
convert, condemned Mwanga for 
ordering Hannington’s death, Mwanga 
had him arrested. Mukasa became the 
fi rst Catholic martyr on 15thNovember 
1885, when he was beheaded at 
Nakivubo.

Between December of 1885 and May 
of 1886 many more converts were 
murdered. The crisis came in May, 
when Mwanga ordered all the converts 

to choose between Christianity and 
complete obedience to his orders. 
(Mwanga had been furious and 
humiliated when the Christian pages in 
his own court refused his homosexual 
advances; it was unheard of to deny the 
king anything.)

Courageously, the young Christians 
chose their faith. And so it was that 26 
of them were wrapped in straw and 
burned to death at Namugongo on 3rd 
June, 1886. In the following months, 
many other Christians throughout the 
country died by spear or fi re for their 
faith. They included two Christians who 
were in the king’s court, Joseph Mukasa 
Balikuddembe and Charles Lwanga. 
Both had rescued royal servants from 
Mwanga’s sexual advances.

The last Christian to die in this 
persecution was Jean-Marie Muzeeyi, 
beheaded at Mengo on 27th January 
1887. The fi nal list of 45 known 
Protestant and Catholic martyrs includes 
only those who could be formally 
accounted for.

The end result of the Namugongo 
martyrdoms was directly opposite to 
Mwanga’s intentions. The sight of these 
young Ugandan Christians, who could 
die singing hymns and praying for their 
enemies, inspired many bystanders. 
They wanted to know about such a faith 
as this. Within a few years Christianity 
had taken fi rm root in Uganda.



Sunday 18 June
 On Fathers’ Day, we give thanks that we can call Almighty God ‘Our Father’ we give thanks for every human 
father who stives to follow God’s pattern and we pray for those whose experiences of human fathers have not 
refl ected Our Father’s love and care.  Barnabas and Open Doors urge us to continue in prayer for the Father’s 
protection on persecuted Christian tribal groups in Myanmar.   Give thanks that Anglican liturgy blends 
praise and thanksgiving with confession and forgiveness, profession of faith and intercession with the reading 
an exposition of God’s Word.  May this structure never detract from the freedom of the Spirit.     Give thanks 
for religious freedom and respect in Britain.  Pray for King Charles and Christian leaders that respect for those 
of other faiths can be kept together with a fi rm commitment to the uniqueness of the Christian Gospel.                                            
Anne Tyler                                                                                         Residents of Stanneylands Road

Monday 19 June
  For Christians in Schools (CiST) and similar 
groips across the country this is the peak time 
for ‘Its Your Move’ workshops for Primary ‘school 
leavers.  Pray that the Christian context of these 
workshops will have a lasting impact on all the 
children, not least in Handforth.    As our Church 
Gardens blossom and mature over the Summer 
may they continue to be a source of delight to all 
who pass through and a pointer to God’s beauty 
and love.    Pray for older people who fi nd our 
Garden Centres places of pleasure and refreshment.
Walter Wakeling          Residents of Station Road

Tuesday 20 June
 In Refugee Week bring to the Lord of compassion 
the millions of refugees around the world, 
giving thanks that He knows and cares for each 
one.  Pray for the working out of His purposes 
in the countries from which refugees come and 
to which they go.  Continue to pray for Aroma 
Cafe, for Managers and clients, volunteer helpers 
and customers that their warm friendship will 
draw customers to the cafe and to the Lord.   Give 
thanks and pray for Women’s Institutes, Wilmslow 
Guild and other civic societies, for the way they 
support members and build up our community.                                                                                               
Jean Walton                                      Residents of Stretton Way

Wednesday 21 June
   Pray for our Government, the media and ourselves 
responding to refugees coming to Britain.  In global 
terms our numbers are small.  Pray that practical 
solutions to questions of housing and support 
will blend realism with compassion.    Pray for St 
Chad’s Mission Committee.  Give thanks for the many 
personal links we have with Christian work around 
the world.  Pray for wisdom to know how to divide our 
prayer and fi nancial help relating to both individual 
needs and  global crises.   Pray for grandparents 
who have long term responsibility for the care 
of grandchildren.  May the have strength and 
wisdom in supporting parents and whole families.         
Leonie Waring                        Residents of Sunbury Close

Thursday 22 June 
 Windrush Day   Give thanks for the contribution 
which settlers from the West Indies have made to 
British Society, not least the Church.  May we recognise 
the discrimination they have endured and work for a 
truly equal society, celebrating our differing gifts and 
abilities.    Pray for administration at St Chad’s.   It is 
too often taken for granted and seen as a problem only 
when things go wrong or key personnel are missing.  
May willing service always be received with thanks 
and respect.   Pray for leaders and clients on Hope 
Central’s Jobs Club, Money Management and Life Skills 
courses.                   Pam Whitney                Residents of Sutton Way

Friday 23 June
 Pray for refugees who have returned home and the many 
who long to do so.  Even when the worst circumstances 
has changed returnees fi nd resettling very diffi  cult and 
the continuation of oppressive regimes and increasing 
climate change can dash the hopes of others.  Pray for 
them.   Pray for those who will lead read, pray, preach 
and play on Sunday.  May all who join us in person or 
online feel included in our worship and not just spectators.  
  Tomorrow is Wilmslow Wells Open Gardens Day.  
Give thanks for all the sucessful water projects which 
they have funded.  Pray for a good and profitable Day.
Kenneth Wear                                              Residents of Swale Close

Saturday 24 June 
 Armed Forces Day  Give thanks and pray for all those 
who sere in our Armed Forces.   For those serving in 
many of the world’s hotspots, Lord keep them safe, 
and may the discipline and training they have received 
enable them to act calmly and use force wisely.     Pray 
that the paperwork can be completed so that necessary 
repair work around the bell and the West Wall of church  
can go ahead.   Pray for Safeguarding Offi  cers and 
all who who responsibility for good practice in any 
organisation; that adherance to protocol will be matched 
sensitivity and discretion in relations with individuals.                                                                                                
Wendy Wilkinson                   Residents of   Swettenham Road
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Father’s Day - 18th June
‘What is a Christian? The richest 
answer I know is that a Christian is one 
who has God as Father. If you want to 
know how well a person understands 
Christianity, fi nd out how much he 
makes of the thought of being God’s 
child and having God as his Father.’     
(J I Packer, Knowing God)

The month we celebrate fathers on 
Father’s Day. Unlike Mothering Sunday, 
this doesn’t have a distinctly Christian 
origin. However, it does provide 
an opportunity to celebrate God’s 
fatherhood and what it means for us.

At His baptism, as Jesus came out of 
the water: ‘heaven was opened, and 
He saw the Spirit of God descending 
like a dove and alighting on Him. And 
a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my 
Son, whom I love; with Him I am well 
pleased.’ (Matthew 3:16,17). What can 
we learn about Jesus’ relationship with 
His Father, the role of fathers and our 
relationship with God?

The Father’s presence

When Jesus was baptized, the Father 
made His presence real by the Holy 
Spirit. It’s the Spirit who enables us to 
call God ‘daddy’ (abba, Galatians 4:6). 
God is with us and knows our joys and 
sorrows, fears and trials. In this way, 
dads can relate to their children.

The Father’s love

The Father described His Son as 
‘beloved’, who like us, is subject to His 
unconditional love. Dads should be 
constant in assuring their children of 
their love.

The Father’s pleasure

The Father tells Jesus that He is ‘well 
pleased’ with Him. We also need 
to hear this, if we feel that we are 
disappointing God or letting Him 
down. This can arise with harsh words 
spoken by our parents. Fathers should 
use every opportunity to demonstrate 
their pleasure in their children, 
especially when things go wrong.



Trinity Sunday 4 June
 Environment Sunday. Pray for those in many countries whose lives have already  been devasted by 
Climate Change.   Pray that with many other urgent needs around us, we will not neglect our care for the 
environment.   Give thanks for the way churches across the world are training people to clear plastic pollution 
and clear rubbish..   Give thanks for all  that Brice has gained from three years at Nazarene College.   As he 
shares some of his insights this afternoon, may it deepen our understanding of God’s Word and strengthen 
our fellowsip together.     Pray that young people in Handforth will be encouraged as part of and not 
separate from the rest of our community so that their gifts and abilities can be used to for everyone’s benefi t.                                                                      
Abi & Jamie, Oliver & Martha Sheehan                                 Residents of  School Road

Monday 5 June
 Give thanks and pray for the work of GFA (Gospel for 
Asia), with a base in Manchester  but with hundreds of 
indigenous workers reaching out from India to those 
who have never heard of Jesus in other countries.   
Pray for our Church Wardens  as they support and work 
with Vicar Steve.  With responsibility for the upkeep of 
our buildings, give thanks for the renewal of the church 
fl oor, but other major work is still in the pipeline.   Give 
thanks for every good employer in local shops and 
businesses.  Pray that where employee relationships 
are not good it will be possible for them to improve.            
Sue, Jennifer & David Sanders   Residents of Sealand Way

Tuesday 6 June
 As GFA  has been given an opening for work in Africa, 
pray for Natasha who is helping to equip a Christian 
Hospital in Rwanda as a base for further outreach.    
All that we do needs to be covered in prayer.  Pray that 
more church members will see Tuesday evening as a 
time to come together to praise the Lord, give thanks 
for answered prayer and bring our needs, great and 
small, to Him.    Give thanks for the Charity Shops 
we have in Handforth,  for the service they provide 
and the reminder they give us to pray for the Shaw 
Trust, Madame Curie and East Cheshire Hospice.                      
Brenda Shaw                                     Residents of Sefton Drive

Wednesday 7 June
 Pray for those who work for peace in confl ict zones 
around the world.  Many Aid Agencies  seek to alleviate 
the short to medium term eff ects of fi ghting; pray that 
devastating long term environmental damage will be a 
greater driver of eff orts for peace.  Pray that St Chad’s 
will be increasingly known for its Pastoral Care.   Pray 
that we may all see ourselves as part of the P C team, 
giving encouragement by phone or visit.  Coupled 
with prayer may no one feel forgotten.   Pray that 
the strong Christian content of the Coronation will 
encourage Christians to keep their values in public life.
Jean Short                 Residents of Shellbrook Grove

Thursday 8 June
 Oceans Day Lord, forgive us for treating our seas 
and oceans as dumping grounds of infi nite capacity.  
give thanks for initiatives now being used to clean 
up our seas.  Pray that everyone will be willing to 
act to stop further polltion.     Pray for Jacqui and 
all who help with the Hope Central Food Bank.  
Pray that those who receive parcels know that they 
come with the love of Jesus.  Pray for ways to help 
them move on from a dependency on Food Banks.  
 As Hope Central outreach expands, pray for the 
witness of the unity and love shown within the team,                 
Lou Sleigh                                        Residents Shrigley Close

Friday 9 June
 Crosslinks workers are based across Europe from 
Sweden to Serbia.  Pray for them as they support 
local Christians including student groups and reach 
out to the many Afghan and other refugees in these 
countries (many more than in UK).   Pray for Liz 
and the Pure Innovations clients who run Aroma 
Cafe.   Pray that we will fi nd ways to help those 
who fi nd the move to card-only payment diffi  cult. 
 Pray for families where some children have Special 
Needs.   Pray that the extra care needed for some 
will strengthen and not weaken bonds within the 
whole family, particularly as children grow older.                                                                                                  
Roger & Pru Small              Residents of Siddington Road

Saturday 10 June
 Give thanks to God for the work of Barnabas 
Fund, which is celebrating its 30th Birthday today.  
As its work continues to develop may this always 
be by the Lord’s leading.   Give thanks for the 
fellowship of Christ Church Colshaw.  Pray for the 
strengthening and encouragement of existing 
members and that the initiative planned for the 
Autumn will be eff ective.     Pray that St Chad’s 
will be a centre which supports and helps Social 
Workers facing increasing demands and pressures.                                                                                                          
Marion Smith                        Residents of Somerford Way

Sunday 11 June
 Many times Jesus said to his disciples ‘Fear not’ and whilst we can gain strength from these words they mean 
much more to those facing extreme violence in Nigeria, Congo (DRC)  and many other countries.   Give thanks and 
pray for Bible based trauma healing which Open Doors partners are providing for those who have come through 
horrifi c experiences.    Pray that the Lord will draw near and make His presence known to those from our fellowship 
who feel most isolated, who cannot physically come to St Ch’ads or access online or telephone links.   Pray that in 
person visits or even post cards will assure them that they are not forgotten.    Housing in and around Handforth 
continues to expand and new people will be seen in our village.  As they explore their new surrounding including 
around St Chad’s, may we be ready to welcome them so that they can feel wanted and included in village life.        
Win & David Smith                                                                 Residents of  Snapebrook Grove

Wednesday 14 June 
 Pray for the Church and Christians in Myanmar. 
The military Tatmadaw, are relentless in their attacks 
on largely Christian Chan and other minority groups.  
Pray that aid will reach these people so that they 
know they are not forgotten and for peaceful change.     
 Pray that English classes on Wednesdays will help 
our Iranian and other friends  to gain confidence 
in their new environment.  Bereavement is not a 
simple one-off event.  Pray that those who have lost 
loved ones may find continued support as they work 
through practical and emotional changes after loss.
Shirley Taylor                                Residents of Spath Lane

Friday 16 June
 Church of England Evangelical Council (CEEC) 
which draws together the widest spectrum of 
evangelical anglicans and is coordinating the response 
to the Living in Love and Faith consultations.  Pray for 
Bp. Keith Sinclair its National Director.   Give thanks 
for all the contacts we have with Young People at 
St Chad including Rainbows and Brownies.  Pray 
for ways to help them grow as members of Christ’s 
body.      Pray for the Residents of  Hannay Grange, 
that they will know they are valued members of our 
community.  Give thanks and pray for the staff  who 
help them.     Sherman & Nisrene Tracey             Stanley 
Park Grange

Saturday 17 June  
 Give thanks for Chester Diocese and for the lead 
given by Bishops Mark, Julie and Sam. Pray for 
them  and for those who take responsibility for 
Diocesan work in Education, Social Responsbility, 
Training, clergy and lay, and Foxhill Retreat House.   
   Give thanks that we can now run a Sunday Club.  
Pray for those who help run the Club and pray that 
working with parents  they can see this work grow.   
 Give thanks and pray for our local Police and 
PCSO’s, Matthew and Gareth, Lisa and Katherine.                              
Tina Trimble                            Residents of Stanley Road

Monday 12 June
 Pray for Church of England Bishops and leaders will be 
bold to uphold the biblical understanding of marriage 
between a man and a women whilst showing love and 
respect for Christians who identify themselves as LGBQ 
and do not accept this teaching.   Pray for Steve and 
Richard as they plan the pattern of worship and teaching 
over the Summer.    Give thanks for families who adopt 
and/or foster children.  Pray for wisdom, patience and 
love as they build their new families. Give thanks and 
pray for the Agencies who are available to support them. 
Audrey Stevenson                      Residents of South Acre Drive

Tuesday 13 June
 Pray Bishop Sam who is co-chair of the group 
developing new pastoral guidance for clergy and lay 
readers, one of the three Living in Love and Faith (LLF) 
implementation groups established to implement the 
decisions taken at General Synod.     Pray for Steve 
and Richard to have grace and understanding when 
taking funerals for bereaved families.  Give thanks for 
good relations with local Funeral Directors.    Give 
thanks for Friends of Meriton Road Park and for 
the Park’s development.  From play areas, through 
model engineering (trains) to care of the orchard 
may it be a space that all in the village value and use.                          
Tony & Sylvia Street            Residents of Southfield Close

Thursday 15 June
 The rights of Christians in Laos are protected 
under national law, but tribal minorities, especially 
Christians, can be persecuted and driven from their 
homes.  Give thanks for the food aid Barnabas has 
been able to give them and pray that their rights 
will be upheld.   Barney prays with CAP ‘The 
Church is a huge vehicle for compassion.  Pray for 
more collaboration and togethernesss so that the 
Church may be known by its love for people.’   Give 
thanks for Nightingale Care and pray for the Carers 
to show patience and love as they help their clients.             
Harry Town              Residents of Spinney Close

for all the contacts we have with 
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Trinity Sunday 4 June
 Environment Sunday. Pray for those in many countries whose lives have already  been devasted by 
Climate Change.   Pray that with many other urgent needs around us, we will not neglect our care for the 
environment.   Give thanks for the way churches across the world are training people to clear plastic pollution 
and clear rubbish..   Give thanks for all  that Brice has gained from three years at Nazarene College.   As he 
shares some of his insights this afternoon, may it deepen our understanding of God’s Word and strengthen 
our fellowsip together.     Pray that young people in Handforth will be encouraged as part of and not 
separate from the rest of our community so that their gifts and abilities can be used to for everyone’s benefi t.                                                                      
Abi & Jamie, Oliver & Martha Sheehan                                 Residents of  School Road

Monday 5 June
 Give thanks and pray for the work of GFA (Gospel for 
Asia), with a base in Manchester  but with hundreds of 
indigenous workers reaching out from India to those 
who have never heard of Jesus in other countries.   
Pray for our Church Wardens  as they support and work 
with Vicar Steve.  With responsibility for the upkeep of 
our buildings, give thanks for the renewal of the church 
fl oor, but other major work is still in the pipeline.   Give 
thanks for every good employer in local shops and 
businesses.  Pray that where employee relationships 
are not good it will be possible for them to improve.            
Sue, Jennifer & David Sanders   Residents of Sealand Way

Tuesday 6 June
 As GFA  has been given an opening for work in Africa, 
pray for Natasha who is helping to equip a Christian 
Hospital in Rwanda as a base for further outreach.    
All that we do needs to be covered in prayer.  Pray that 
more church members will see Tuesday evening as a 
time to come together to praise the Lord, give thanks 
for answered prayer and bring our needs, great and 
small, to Him.    Give thanks for the Charity Shops 
we have in Handforth,  for the service they provide 
and the reminder they give us to pray for the Shaw 
Trust, Madame Curie and East Cheshire Hospice.                      
Brenda Shaw                                     Residents of Sefton Drive

Wednesday 7 June
 Pray for those who work for peace in confl ict zones 
around the world.  Many Aid Agencies  seek to alleviate 
the short to medium term eff ects of fi ghting; pray that 
devastating long term environmental damage will be a 
greater driver of eff orts for peace.  Pray that St Chad’s 
will be increasingly known for its Pastoral Care.   Pray 
that we may all see ourselves as part of the P C team, 
giving encouragement by phone or visit.  Coupled 
with prayer may no one feel forgotten.   Pray that 
the strong Christian content of the Coronation will 
encourage Christians to keep their values in public life.
Jean Short                 Residents of Shellbrook Grove

Thursday 8 June
 Oceans Day Lord, forgive us for treating our seas 
and oceans as dumping grounds of infi nite capacity.  
give thanks for initiatives now being used to clean 
up our seas.  Pray that everyone will be willing to 
act to stop further polltion.     Pray for Jacqui and 
all who help with the Hope Central Food Bank.  
Pray that those who receive parcels know that they 
come with the love of Jesus.  Pray for ways to help 
them move on from a dependency on Food Banks.  
 As Hope Central outreach expands, pray for the 
witness of the unity and love shown within the team,                 
Lou Sleigh                                        Residents Shrigley Close

Friday 9 June
 Crosslinks workers are based across Europe from 
Sweden to Serbia.  Pray for them as they support 
local Christians including student groups and reach 
out to the many Afghan and other refugees in these 
countries (many more than in UK).   Pray for Liz 
and the Pure Innovations clients who run Aroma 
Cafe.   Pray that we will fi nd ways to help those 
who fi nd the move to card-only payment diffi  cult. 
 Pray for families where some children have Special 
Needs.   Pray that the extra care needed for some 
will strengthen and not weaken bonds within the 
whole family, particularly as children grow older.                                                                                                  
Roger & Pru Small              Residents of Siddington Road

Saturday 10 June
 Give thanks to God for the work of Barnabas 
Fund, which is celebrating its 30th Birthday today.  
As its work continues to develop may this always 
be by the Lord’s leading.   Give thanks for the 
fellowship of Christ Church Colshaw.  Pray for the 
strengthening and encouragement of existing 
members and that the initiative planned for the 
Autumn will be eff ective.     Pray that St Chad’s 
will be a centre which supports and helps Social 
Workers facing increasing demands and pressures.                                                                                                          
Marion Smith                        Residents of Somerford Way

Sunday 11 June
 Many times Jesus said to his disciples ‘Fear not’ and whilst we can gain strength from these words they mean 
much more to those facing extreme violence in Nigeria, Congo (DRC)  and many other countries.   Give thanks and 
pray for Bible based trauma healing which Open Doors partners are providing for those who have come through 
horrifi c experiences.    Pray that the Lord will draw near and make His presence known to those from our fellowship 
who feel most isolated, who cannot physically come to St Ch’ads or access online or telephone links.   Pray that in 
person visits or even post cards will assure them that they are not forgotten.    Housing in and around Handforth 
continues to expand and new people will be seen in our village.  As they explore their new surrounding including 
around St Chad’s, may we be ready to welcome them so that they can feel wanted and included in village life.        
Win & David Smith                                                                 Residents of  Snapebrook Grove

Wednesday 14 June 
 Pray for the Church and Christians in Myanmar. 
The military Tatmadaw, are relentless in their attacks 
on largely Christian Chan and other minority groups.  
Pray that aid will reach these people so that they 
know they are not forgotten and for peaceful change.     
 Pray that English classes on Wednesdays will help 
our Iranian and other friends  to gain confidence 
in their new environment.  Bereavement is not a 
simple one-off event.  Pray that those who have lost 
loved ones may find continued support as they work 
through practical and emotional changes after loss.
Shirley Taylor                                Residents of Spath Lane

Friday 16 June
 Church of England Evangelical Council (CEEC) 
which draws together the widest spectrum of 
evangelical anglicans and is coordinating the response 
to the Living in Love and Faith consultations.  Pray for 
Bp. Keith Sinclair its National Director.   Give thanks 
for all the contacts we have with Young People at 
St Chad including Rainbows and Brownies.  Pray 
for ways to help them grow as members of Christ’s 
body.      Pray for the Residents of  Hannay Grange, 
that they will know they are valued members of our 
community.  Give thanks and pray for the staff  who 
help them.     Sherman & Nisrene Tracey             Stanley 
Park Grange

Saturday 17 June  
 Give thanks for Chester Diocese and for the lead 
given by Bishops Mark, Julie and Sam. Pray for 
them  and for those who take responsibility for 
Diocesan work in Education, Social Responsbility, 
Training, clergy and lay, and Foxhill Retreat House.   
   Give thanks that we can now run a Sunday Club.  
Pray for those who help run the Club and pray that 
working with parents  they can see this work grow.   
 Give thanks and pray for our local Police and 
PCSO’s, Matthew and Gareth, Lisa and Katherine.                              
Tina Trimble                            Residents of Stanley Road

Monday 12 June
 Pray for Church of England Bishops and leaders will be 
bold to uphold the biblical understanding of marriage 
between a man and a women whilst showing love and 
respect for Christians who identify themselves as LGBQ 
and do not accept this teaching.   Pray for Steve and 
Richard as they plan the pattern of worship and teaching 
over the Summer.    Give thanks for families who adopt 
and/or foster children.  Pray for wisdom, patience and 
love as they build their new families. Give thanks and 
pray for the Agencies who are available to support them. 
Audrey Stevenson                      Residents of South Acre Drive

Tuesday 13 June
 Pray Bishop Sam who is co-chair of the group 
developing new pastoral guidance for clergy and lay 
readers, one of the three Living in Love and Faith (LLF) 
implementation groups established to implement the 
decisions taken at General Synod.     Pray for Steve 
and Richard to have grace and understanding when 
taking funerals for bereaved families.  Give thanks for 
good relations with local Funeral Directors.    Give 
thanks for Friends of Meriton Road Park and for 
the Park’s development.  From play areas, through 
model engineering (trains) to care of the orchard 
may it be a space that all in the village value and use.                          
Tony & Sylvia Street            Residents of Southfield Close

Thursday 15 June
 The rights of Christians in Laos are protected 
under national law, but tribal minorities, especially 
Christians, can be persecuted and driven from their 
homes.  Give thanks for the food aid Barnabas has 
been able to give them and pray that their rights 
will be upheld.   Barney prays with CAP ‘The 
Church is a huge vehicle for compassion.  Pray for 
more collaboration and togethernesss so that the 
Church may be known by its love for people.’   Give 
thanks for Nightingale Care and pray for the Carers 
to show patience and love as they help their clients.             
Harry Town              Residents of Spinney Close

for all the contacts we have with 
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Sunday 18 June
 On Fathers’ Day, we give thanks that we can call Almighty God ‘Our Father’ we give thanks for every human 
father who stives to follow God’s pattern and we pray for those whose experiences of human fathers have not 
refl ected Our Father’s love and care.  Barnabas and Open Doors urge us to continue in prayer for the Father’s 
protection on persecuted Christian tribal groups in Myanmar.   Give thanks that Anglican liturgy blends 
praise and thanksgiving with confession and forgiveness, profession of faith and intercession with the reading 
an exposition of God’s Word.  May this structure never detract from the freedom of the Spirit.     Give thanks 
for religious freedom and respect in Britain.  Pray for King Charles and Christian leaders that respect for those 
of other faiths can be kept together with a fi rm commitment to the uniqueness of the Christian Gospel.                                            
Anne Tyler                                                                                         Residents of Stanneylands Road

Monday 19 June
  For Christians in Schools (CiST) and similar 
groips across the country this is the peak time 
for ‘Its Your Move’ workshops for Primary ‘school 
leavers.  Pray that the Christian context of these 
workshops will have a lasting impact on all the 
children, not least in Handforth.    As our Church 
Gardens blossom and mature over the Summer 
may they continue to be a source of delight to all 
who pass through and a pointer to God’s beauty 
and love.    Pray for older people who fi nd our 
Garden Centres places of pleasure and refreshment.
Walter Wakeling          Residents of Station Road

Tuesday 20 June
 In Refugee Week bring to the Lord of compassion 
the millions of refugees around the world, 
giving thanks that He knows and cares for each 
one.  Pray for the working out of His purposes 
in the countries from which refugees come and 
to which they go.  Continue to pray for Aroma 
Cafe, for Managers and clients, volunteer helpers 
and customers that their warm friendship will 
draw customers to the cafe and to the Lord.   Give 
thanks and pray for Women’s Institutes, Wilmslow 
Guild and other civic societies, for the way they 
support members and build up our community.                                                                                               
Jean Walton                                      Residents of Stretton Way

Wednesday 21 June
   Pray for our Government, the media and ourselves 
responding to refugees coming to Britain.  In global 
terms our numbers are small.  Pray that practical 
solutions to questions of housing and support 
will blend realism with compassion.    Pray for St 
Chad’s Mission Committee.  Give thanks for the many 
personal links we have with Christian work around 
the world.  Pray for wisdom to know how to divide our 
prayer and fi nancial help relating to both individual 
needs and  global crises.   Pray for grandparents 
who have long term responsibility for the care 
of grandchildren.  May the have strength and 
wisdom in supporting parents and whole families.         
Leonie Waring                        Residents of Sunbury Close

Thursday 22 June 
 Windrush Day   Give thanks for the contribution 
which settlers from the West Indies have made to 
British Society, not least the Church.  May we recognise 
the discrimination they have endured and work for a 
truly equal society, celebrating our differing gifts and 
abilities.    Pray for administration at St Chad’s.   It is 
too often taken for granted and seen as a problem only 
when things go wrong or key personnel are missing.  
May willing service always be received with thanks 
and respect.   Pray for leaders and clients on Hope 
Central’s Jobs Club, Money Management and Life Skills 
courses.                   Pam Whitney                Residents of Sutton Way

Friday 23 June
 Pray for refugees who have returned home and the many 
who long to do so.  Even when the worst circumstances 
has changed returnees fi nd resettling very diffi  cult and 
the continuation of oppressive regimes and increasing 
climate change can dash the hopes of others.  Pray for 
them.   Pray for those who will lead read, pray, preach 
and play on Sunday.  May all who join us in person or 
online feel included in our worship and not just spectators.  
  Tomorrow is Wilmslow Wells Open Gardens Day.  
Give thanks for all the sucessful water projects which 
they have funded.  Pray for a good and profitable Day.
Kenneth Wear                                              Residents of Swale Close

Saturday 24 June 
 Armed Forces Day  Give thanks and pray for all those 
who sere in our Armed Forces.   For those serving in 
many of the world’s hotspots, Lord keep them safe, 
and may the discipline and training they have received 
enable them to act calmly and use force wisely.     Pray 
that the paperwork can be completed so that necessary 
repair work around the bell and the West Wall of church  
can go ahead.   Pray for Safeguarding Offi  cers and 
all who who responsibility for good practice in any 
organisation; that adherance to protocol will be matched 
sensitivity and discretion in relations with individuals.                                                                                                
Wendy Wilkinson                   Residents of   Swettenham Road
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Father’s Day - 18th June
‘What is a Christian? The richest 
answer I know is that a Christian is one 
who has God as Father. If you want to 
know how well a person understands 
Christianity, fi nd out how much he 
makes of the thought of being God’s 
child and having God as his Father.’     
(J I Packer, Knowing God)

The month we celebrate fathers on 
Father’s Day. Unlike Mothering Sunday, 
this doesn’t have a distinctly Christian 
origin. However, it does provide 
an opportunity to celebrate God’s 
fatherhood and what it means for us.

At His baptism, as Jesus came out of 
the water: ‘heaven was opened, and 
He saw the Spirit of God descending 
like a dove and alighting on Him. And 
a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my 
Son, whom I love; with Him I am well 
pleased.’ (Matthew 3:16,17). What can 
we learn about Jesus’ relationship with 
His Father, the role of fathers and our 
relationship with God?

The Father’s presence

When Jesus was baptized, the Father 
made His presence real by the Holy 
Spirit. It’s the Spirit who enables us to 
call God ‘daddy’ (abba, Galatians 4:6). 
God is with us and knows our joys and 
sorrows, fears and trials. In this way, 
dads can relate to their children.

The Father’s love

The Father described His Son as 
‘beloved’, who like us, is subject to His 
unconditional love. Dads should be 
constant in assuring their children of 
their love.

The Father’s pleasure

The Father tells Jesus that He is ‘well 
pleased’ with Him. We also need 
to hear this, if we feel that we are 
disappointing God or letting Him 
down. This can arise with harsh words 
spoken by our parents. Fathers should 
use every opportunity to demonstrate 
their pleasure in their children, 
especially when things go wrong.



Sunday 25 June
  As we pray for the Persecuted Church today, remember that persecution comes in diff erent ways, often 
with restrictions on freedom and rights, sometimes inprisonment which in countries such as North Korea and 
Eritrea physical torture.  Lord give to your servants in all these circumstances the comfort of your presence, 
the mental and physical strength to remain faitful and still to shine for you.     Near the beginning of the 
Coronation Service King Charles is presented with a bible ‘Receive this Book, the most valuable thing that this world 
aff ords.  Here is Wisdom; This is the royal Law; These are the lively Oracles of God. Lord, may we value the bible in 
this way and use it as our guide..    Pray for John and Julie Smith now elected as our Cheshire East Councillors 
and for the eleven members of our expanded Town Council, that as six new members join the Council all will 
work together for the benefi t of all our community.  Pray for Ashley Comiskey Dawson , Handforth Town Clerk.                                         
Phil & Gwen, Evie & Sophie Wilkinson                                     Residents of Swinley Close

Monday 26 June
 Pray that those who work in the Mass Media will be 
wise, accurate, fair and honourable in their reporting 
on people and events.  Pray that our laws will protect 
Freedom of Expression but curb that which stirs up 
hatred.    Give thanks for our House Groups and 
their leaders.  Pray for Richard as he chooses study 
material and guides the groups.     Pray for single 
parent families and families when both parents are 
working, that in the busyness of life they will make 
time for their families to relax and grow together.                  
Polly Wilson                     Residents of Tabley Road

Tuesday 27 June
 Pray for the people of Mozambique, thank 
you for those in the North who are bringing 
relief to those displaced by Islamist insugency, 
and agencies in the South helping communities 
recover from the disasterous effects of cyclonic 
storms. Tuesday evening Prayers are central to 
the life of St Chad’s but only a small group meet, 
usually online.  Pray that more will be motivated 
to join.  Should Steve consider a change of time or 
format?   When surfing the internet shocking and 
harmful content is oftern’only a klick away’. Pray 
for stronger regulation and wise discerment for all 
internet users. 
 Margaret Wood                   Residents of Tame Walk

Wednesday 28June 
 The Democratic Rupublic of the Congo (DRC) is 
rich in resources but little value from exports comes 
to the people.  Pray that this might change; pray 
also for peace and security in the mainly Christian 
NE which is wracked by violence by armed Islamist 
groups.  Pray for our Resources Committee, as well 
as reviewing our regular finances pray for on-going 
discussions and decisions to be made in the light 
of a comprehensive energy audit.    In a society 
which often seems obsessed with sexgive thanks and 
pray for those in the media whose presentations are 
eff ective without constant reference to sexual imagery.            
Keith & Janet Woodcock    Residents of Tarporley Walk

Thursday 29 June
 Pray for Ofcom and its officers who are charged 
with regulating UK Communications Industries.   
Easily criticised, we pray that they will be able to 
encourage good and helpful content.  Pray for 
those at St Chad’s who have served in different 
capacities over many years.  as they need to step 
aside, give thanks for new members who are 
joining us and pray for an effective handing on of 
responsibilities.    Give thanks and pray for the staff  at 
Weston Care Home and for God’s care for the residents.                                                                                                               
Pat Worthington                         Residents of Tarvin Way

Friday 30 June
 Thank God that in 2022 the Ukrainian Bible Society was 
able to supply 359.000 Bibles in response to a doubling 
of requests.  Pray that these Bibles will help many to fi nd 
peace in Jesus but also pray for an end to the present 
confl ict.    Give thanks for the attractive, aff ordable cards 
which are available at St Chad’s and for our suppliers.  
Pray that their use will be a simple extension of Pastoral 
Care, a simple way to share in people’s joys and sorrows.   
  Pray for Styal Prison, for inmates, staff  and volunteers.  
Givethanks for evert initiative which seeks to make 
time in prison a positive and not a negative experience.     
Eunice Wynne-Nield                               Residents of  Tatton Road

Saturday 1 July 
 Pray for journalists and media workers continuing 
in countries where freedom of expression is limited or 
non-existent and their safety is at risk. Protect those who 
seek to expose political corruption and abuse of human 
rights.    Give thanks that for those of many nationalities 
who join us in worship.  Pray for ways of sharing so that 
all can benefi t from giving and receiving from each 
other.   Depression and mental illness is huge problem 
everywhere in our society.   Give thanks for groups off ering 
gadening and other outdoor activites which have proved 
a lifeline to some who ave been trapped in depression.                                         
Ali Abbaspour                                    Residents of The Carriages
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Uganda and it’s martyrs...       
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The Ugandan Church had dozens 
of martyrs within just ten years of 
Christianity arriving there. At fi rst, it 
had gone so well:  the fi rst Anglican 
missionaries arriving in Uganda in 
1877 were welcomed by the Kabaka 
(king) of Buganda, Mutesa. Mutesa 
also welcomed the Roman Catholics 
and Muslim Arabs, and, being a natural 
diplomat, retained his power by cleverly 
playing off  the three groups against 
each other.

His son, Mwanga ll, who became king 
about 1883, was very diff erent. Mwanga 
II wanted to retain absolute power, and 
deeply resented the missionaries and 
new converts, whom he felt were giving 
their allegiance to Christianity, instead.

And so it was that on 31st January 1885 
he ordered the execution of Yusufu 
(Joseph) Rugarama, Makko (Mark) 
Kakumba, and Nuwa (Noah) Serwanga. 
That October, even the Anglican Bishop, 
James Hannington, was murdered.

When Joseph Mukasa Balikuddembe, a 
senior advisor to the king and a Catholic 
convert, condemned Mwanga for 
ordering Hannington’s death, Mwanga 
had him arrested. Mukasa became the 
fi rst Catholic martyr on 15thNovember 
1885, when he was beheaded at 
Nakivubo.

Between December of 1885 and May 
of 1886 many more converts were 
murdered. The crisis came in May, 
when Mwanga ordered all the converts 

to choose between Christianity and 
complete obedience to his orders. 
(Mwanga had been furious and 
humiliated when the Christian pages in 
his own court refused his homosexual 
advances; it was unheard of to deny the 
king anything.)

Courageously, the young Christians 
chose their faith. And so it was that 26 
of them were wrapped in straw and 
burned to death at Namugongo on 3rd 
June, 1886. In the following months, 
many other Christians throughout the 
country died by spear or fi re for their 
faith. They included two Christians who 
were in the king’s court, Joseph Mukasa 
Balikuddembe and Charles Lwanga. 
Both had rescued royal servants from 
Mwanga’s sexual advances.

The last Christian to die in this 
persecution was Jean-Marie Muzeeyi, 
beheaded at Mengo on 27th January 
1887. The fi nal list of 45 known 
Protestant and Catholic martyrs includes 
only those who could be formally 
accounted for.

The end result of the Namugongo 
martyrdoms was directly opposite to 
Mwanga’s intentions. The sight of these 
young Ugandan Christians, who could 
die singing hymns and praying for their 
enemies, inspired many bystanders. 
They wanted to know about such a faith 
as this. Within a few years Christianity 
had taken fi rm root in Uganda.



As we were reminded recently, in the 
Sunday morning service, God intended 
that men and women should be equal 
but with different roles.  This didn’t really 
happen in Old Testament times.  Very 
few women are mentioned apart from 
the names of wives and mothers.   Eve of 
course.  Miriam, the sister of Moses played 
a significant role starting when she was 
a child and saving the life of her baby 
brother.

Sometimes God appears to “think outside 
the box”.   Only men were prophets but 
Deborah was called to prophesy and was 
the only female judge.

In New Testament times Jesus raised the 
status of women.  In Matthew chapter one 
four women are listed in the genealogy of 
Jesus.  Three of them were tainted in one 
way or another but God saw fit to have 
them included in the genealogy.

Mary, of course, was an extremely popular 
name in New Testament times.  As a 
teenager Mary was called to become the 
mother of the Messiah. What an amazing 
life. Mary Magdalene, Mary and Martha, 
and Mary the mother of James and 
Salome are a few others.

It was ‘a woman of the city’ who anointed 
the feet of Jesus while he ate at the table 
of a Pharisee.  The lowest servant usually 
washed folk’s feet which would be dirty 
after travelling.  It was the women who 
ministered to Jesus as He was travelling 
from place to place.   Women who 

were first at the tomb following Jesus’s 
crucifixion and burial.   

I am not an ardent feminist but I do 
believe men and women should have 
equal rights. Also, equal pay for the same 
work.

I have seen significant change during 
my life time.   First women newscasters.  
More women doctors, lawyers and other 
professionals.   As a child the only lady 
doctor I can remember was the school 
doctor.  For the first time women took 
part in the Coronation Service for the new 
monarch as we saw in May this year.    If a 
man was physically abusing his wife the 
police ignored it and said it was only “a 
domestic”.   Now it is taken seriously.

In church women do so much more than 
they did.  Not just arranging the flowers 
and serving the coffee.

As we enjoy relative peace and freedom 
let’s not forget the many women and 
girls persecuted simply because they 
are Christians.   Men as well of course, 
but young women and girls are often 
kidnapped by men of a different faith.   
They are then forced to change to their 
captors’ religion and then marry them.

May we all be blessed in who we are 
In Christ Jesus our Lord; both men and 
women.

Reflection Margaret Wood
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Sunday 2 July
 ‘If you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain ‘move’ and it will.  Mtt. 17:20   Millions 
of people around the world have their lives blighted by litteral mountains of plastic and other rubbish.  Pray that 
Global Plastic Free July will mark  a change in attitudes, stopping single-use plastic production and encouraging 
every move to clear plastic waste.     Those who have resettled from Hong Kong face different challenges from 
Iranian refugees but all must adapt to using English and understanding our very different culture.  As we help them 
to understand our customs and language idioms may we begin to learn something of their traditions.      Many 
staff in schools, locally and nationally will be weary as they approach the end of the school year.   May that 
have strength to continue and be able to enjoy Summer Fairs, Sports Days  and other end-of-yeat activities.                                
Sussanah & Donald, Catherine & Thomas Alexander                              Residents of The Green

Monday 3 July
 Thank you Lord for the counter-cultural way Jesus 
respecteded women in his own time and for the 
advances in equlity and opportunity in our own 
time.    But we also pray for the many women who 
are still denied this respect.     Pray that as changes 
to our Parish Boundaries are proposed in the light 
of new housing developments, they will allow for 
better pastoral care for the whole Parish.  As more 
lands aroiund Handforth is taken over by housing, pray 
for our Town Council to work to ensure that as much 
green space as possible is preserved and  best used.                           
Judy & Gordon Ads head          Residents of The Paddock

Tuesday 4 July
 We thank you for increased gender equality in 
education but pray for 129 million girls without 
schooling because of poverty, religious and 
cultural predudice and other reasons.    Road exit 
from the Fairways Estate is only into Meriton Rd. 
Handforth but officially it is in Styal Parish.  Pray 
that this anomaly can be corrected.   Pray that 
the slogan ‘When the fun stops, stop’ may be taken 
more seriously so that the damage done to too 
many lives by excessive gambling may be curbed.
John & Jenny Allen                      Residents of The Race

Wednesday 5 July 
 Give thanks for the support UCCF Staff give to 
Ghristian Groups in Universities and Colleges.   Pray 
for Boaz Williams, Staff Worker in the Manchester 
who is taking over the leadership of the team in 
the North West.     The financial health of St Chad’s  
depends on regular giving by the congregation.  
Give thanks that new members are giving regularly 
but the loss of some longstanding members (and 
givers) does have a big impact.  Pray.    Give thanks 
and pray for Adlington Manor Nursing Home, for the 
care staff give to the residents, for the residents and for 
their families.              David & Avril Allen                Residents 
of The Seftons

Thursday 6 July
 Pray that the actions of Christian groups to clear 
plastic waste from Brazil to the Congo will be matched 
by commitments from governments and businesses 
to take responsibility for and tackle the plastic 
pollution for which they cause.  Pray for a closer 
relatiinship between the different ministries of Hope 
Central, Aroma Cafe and the regular activities of St  
Chad’s as a church fellowship.  By working together 
may our witnes to Christ in our community be seen 
more clearly.     As new home  building progresses at The 
Sanctuary, Cypress House and the Mermaid pray that we 
will welcome new residents into our village and St Chad’s.   
Dorothy Anderson                   Residents of Thornton Drive

Friday 7 July
 Pray for General Synod meeting this week-end.  Pray 
that Love, Respect and Faith may dominate over discord 
and suspicion in finding a way forward for our Church.  
Pray that those who want to see big changes will 
understand the wider harm this will cause.   Give thanks 
and pray for the growing number of volunteers from St 
Chad’s who are helping as Befrienders with Barney in 
Debt Counselling.    Give thanks for Medical Technicians 
and other behind the scenes  staff.  Without their work 
blood samples would not be analysed and the diagnostic 
data upon which doctors rely would not be vailable.                 
Peter & Dianne Armstrong                    Timbersbrook Grove

Saturday 8 July 
 Pray that General Synod will give a lead in the changes 
that are needed if we are looking for growth in our Church 
and not managing decline    The Food Bank is the most 
high profile part of Hope Centra but fod banks can never 
offer a long term solution to people’s problems.  Pray that 
by using all the other help Hope Central offers clients can 
work their way to a sustainable future.  Spath Lane is now 
a very diverse community of private and social housing.  
Give thanks for the wide range of people and facitities in 
the area and Pray for Spath Lane Residents Association.  
Cynthia Ashworth                        Residents of Tilston Walk
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As June arrives, it’s hard to believe we have reached 
the middle of the year already! And yet so much has 

happened in the fi rst six months of 2023. The winter 
felt harder and longer than it has in previous years. As a 
church we’ve felt the loss of some very special members 
of our church family, and this has made it feel even harder. 
However, there is also much to be thankful for. New people 

are joining us and we’ve celebrated many baptisms and 
confi rmations - so there is cause for joy.

We have a new King enthroned in the UK and it was good to celebrate this 
tremendous event with people at church. And as I write we are inbetween 

Ascension Day and Pentecost. The Ascension reminds us that whatever might 
be going on in our world, or in our personal lives, Jesus Christ is on the throne 
in the heavenlies. He is ruling our world with all authority and dominion. The 
scriptures also tell us he is intercedeing for us. This is an amazing statement 
and has many implications. One of those implications is that Jesus is taking our 
prayers, feeble and mixed up and inadequate as they are, and he is speaking to 
God the Father about them on our behalf.

Jesus taught us to pray to God using the words “Our Father...” and in this month, 
when we celebrate Father’s day, it’s good to remember the fact that God is re-
vealed to us as a perfect and loving Father fi gure. Margaret Wood helpfully re-
minds us in her refl ection speaking about gender, particularly in this day and 
age, is a complex issue and it is good to see women being more highlighted in 
our society. Alongside this we do recognise Jesus specifi cally tells us to see God 
as our ‘Daddy’ and a feature from JI Packer helps us to remember this.

Pat is taking a much needed break this month and we look forward to welcom-
ing her back as Editor-in-Chief for the next edition. Jim has worked hard on col-
lecting prayers for us to use throughout June, and I hope that you fi nd the other 
features in this month’s Inspire, helpful and encouraging. God bless you through-
out June 2023.

Revd Steve Burmester 
Vicar, St Chad’s Church

WELCOME JUNE 2023

Postage stamps for mission

You will know that for many years, as a church, we have supported the 
Leprosy Mission by collecting postage stamps and postcards.

As from 1st April 2023, they no longer accept these as it is now too 
labour intensive with poor financial returns, particularly since the 
widespread use of self adhesive and barcoded stamps. So we searched 
for an alternative Christian charity to support, and after some discus-
sion, we decided on Mercy Ships. This is a faith based international 
organisation that uses hospital ships to deliver first class medical and 
surgical treatment to some of the poorest countries of the world. In 
addition, they train and mentor local health professionals to continue 
care after the ship leaves.

Pat reprinted an article from a Mercy Ships doctor in the November 
edition of Inspire. Please do look that article up again.

Their vision is to follow the model of Jesus by “bringing hope and heal-
ing to the poor”

If you would like to know more, there are some moving and inspiring 
videos on their website.  www.mercyships.org.uk

The basket to receive stamps remains at the rear of church.

Anne Long
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June Services            
                    
                    
Sunday 4th 
10am         All Age Worship
6pm           Rhema

Wednesday 7th
10.30am   BCP Holy Communion

Sunday 11th 
10am         All Age Worship & Holy 
Communion
6pm           Rhema

Wednesday 14th 
10.30am    BCP Morning Praise

Sunday 18th 
10am         All Age Worship 
6pm           Rhema

Wednesday 21st
10.30am   BCP Holy Communion

Sunday 25th 
10am         All Age Worship & Holy 
Communion 
6pm           Rhema

Wednesday 28th
10.30am    BCP Morning Praise

All Sunday and Wednesday morning 
services are live on YouTube please see 
the church website for logon details.

HANDFORTH

IN THIS ISSUE
Refl ection - Margaret Wood
Father’s day - God our Father
June 3rd - Martyrs in Uganda
Giving - Mercy Ships
Daily Prayer - June 4th to July 8th


