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OutlookBlessings for the season of goodwill to 
all men.  

And no, it isn't the season of bad tem-
pers and feeding / shopping / spend-
ing frenzy, even though it sometimes 
feels that way.

The theme for this edition is Advent / 
Christmas / New Year.  Whilst the 
magazine contains no potted his-
tories of these festivals and their 
associated traditions, and no lists 
of New Year Resolutions, it is how-
ever, richly laden with hopes, good 
intentions, ambitions and expec-
tations, as be# ts the season, and as 
serves the Lord.

Several contributors tell of their inten-
tions for 2012.  Wayne writes about, ª¼ 
developing his rediscovered faith¼º.  

Val encourages us to try new thing, 
learn new skills, and have faith ª¼ that 
God can build a better castle than you 
can ever dream of¼.º.  

Sue looks forward to continuing Health 
work with the Director of `Frontline', in 
Uganda. 

Derek (The Leprosy Mission) tells us 
about his bigger dream for leprosy pre-
vention, and about his immediate per-
sonal plans for 2012.

Two of our former ̀ young people' write 
to us now as young adults, and Char-
lotte and Hannah, two of our present 

young people, write of their important 
experiences this year.

Peter draws our attention to some fea-
tures of the church building that you may 
have looked at a thousand times but¼..

So, we hope you enjoy reading through 
the Winter/Christmas edition of Chad's 
Quarterly.

God Bless & season's greetings

Greg Aspinall

Are you a dog lover?  Do you enjoy true 
stories?  If so, this is a book you will like.  
Grogan writes about his family, his work 
and especially his dog.  Marley is  over-
sized, crazy if not insane, never growing 
up and often destroying things but a 
loveable golden retriever.

Grogan, as a newspaper columnist in 
Florida, has a style of writing which is 
easy to read and often funny.  Marley, 
according to his owners, does not have 
a mean streak in him but does crazy 
things.  Many dog trainers say there is no 
such thing as a bad dog only bad owners 
but there are insane dogs.  Grogans de# -
nitely feel that Marley is insane.  Many 
times they come home to # nd Marley 
has pulled pillows and  mattresses to 
piece, shredded rugs and even chewed 
through windows, brick walls and doors.   
What a dog**  Happy reading.

From the Editor

Book Review | Margaret Wood

Rev Steve writes:

I would like to say a huge thank 
you to Greg for taking on the role 
of editor of the Church Magazine. 
He's done a great Job. 

Our plan is to produce the maga-
zine every 3 months so it will be 
seasonal. Together with Chad's 
Monthly and the Prayer Diary it 
will give you a good picture of life 
at St Chads and our community.

As I write, we are just getting ready 
for the Advent/Christmas season 
with Carols in the Paddock, Chris-
tingle services and Messy Church 
and much more. 2011 has been 
a year full of good things at St 
Chads and my prayer for 2012 is 
that God will continue to bless us.

I hope you have a lovely Christmas 
and New Year

Steve Burmester
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Spiritual life
A Christ centred vision

Val Bond

2012 sees the Diamond Jubilee of Her 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II - in honour of 
that celebration, every person living in the 
UK will be granted a day's holiday.  What 
will you be doing on that day? Hang-
ing out the bunting or hanging out the 
washing?  It matters tremendously that 
we have a monarch who has reigned 
for 60 years - what an achievement! - it 
should matter how we celebrate that 
achievement.  Give some thought to 
what your plans of celebration will be.

As I write, we are gearing up for an-
other celebration - shops have been 
selling Christmas cards for months.  TV 
advertisements are oozing with the lat-
est `must-haves' for the up and coming 
family.  Some have already booked their 
celebration meal, so they don't have to 
do all the work on Christmas Day.  Is 
Christmas still a celebration or is it more 
of an endurance test?  And where did 
the Christ go in `Christmas'?  What hap-
pened to the one who was born King 
in the most unlikely circumstances?  
Was it a one-o!  event or is Christmas 
something worth celebrating now? 

A new song we have learned says:

`The King has come, the King of love has 
come, and my desire is to have you near, 
Lord you know that you are welcome 
here, before such love, before such 
grace, I will let the walls come down'

The King referred to in this song is none 

other than the Lord Jesus - a King born 
without palace or castle, with neither 
status nor wealth but whose love is 
never ending, whose patience is in-
# nite and whose grace can make up 
for more than all our inadequacies.  

Talking to a patient in hospital today I 
met a man who had so built up walls 
around himself, that it was very di$  cult 
to communicate with him.  The reason? 
± he had lost his daughter some years 
ago & had isolated himself in his grief.  
When we go through sorrow, sickness & 
sadness, we can react in one of two ways 
- close up the drawbridge and throw a 
pity party, or thank God for the testing 
He is putting us through.  Which one 
of these reactions describes us best?  

The challenge with making Jesus 
our king is that he is a king who 
changes things when we let the walls 
come down, surrender our pride 
and allow Him to take centre stage.   

It's a terrifying prospect to be one 
of the king's sons or daughters.  The 
Queen and her family are constantly 
in the public gaze.  But when all the 
royal fever about the Diamond Jubi-
lee has calmed down, what will be left 
of our land?  Some trampled % ags, a 
great deal of rubbish if you are plan-
ning a street party, and back to work 
the next day.  Will it have made any 
di! erence to the way we live our lives?  
Even as subjects of Her Majesty the 

Queen, life will be no di! erent for us after 
the Diamond Jubilee than it was before.

Following King Jesus presents a chal-
lenge to go where He would go, to help 
the poor, the sick, the bereft; to do what 
He would do, share His love and pray 
for everyone who crosses our path; to 
make our home a welcome place for 
Him, where we can talk to Him and 
His word is read, studied and obeyed.

The King has come - His name is Jesus, 
and every day of the year can be a cel-
ebration of His love, power and peace.  
If we really want to make a di! erence to 
this land, ask Jesus to help us come be-
fore His throne, teach us how to talk to His 
Majesty, and to pray for those around us.

For those who are walking through the 
valley of the shadow at the moment, 
Christmas is the last place you want to 
be.  For those who dread Christmas, I 
pray that it will be a time of letting the 
drawbridge down, a time of sharing, car-
ing and welcome, and that 2012 will be 
a year when we # nally pluck up courage, 
with the help of God's Spirit, to pull down 
the impenetrable walls of past grief, fail-
ure and mistakes.  Keeping the walls up 
paralyses the growth of God's kingdom.    

How about making 2012 the year when 
you make more friends and meet more 
people than you've ever done before, 
reaching out to the challenges of try-
ing new things, learning new skills and 
believing with con# dence that God can 
build a better castle than you can ever 
dream of or imagine?  Start believing in 
yourself but most of all start believing in 
Jesus, the King who has come, and in His 
vision for your life, His body, the Church. 

The current message on tele-
phone answer machines is usually

`There's no one available right now.  
Please leave your message after the tone...' 

If the Queen were to knock on your 
door tomorrow, would you be available?  

Jesus, King of Kings, is waiting to receive 
your hospitality and share with you all 
the grace of God ± will you let Him in?

`I stand at the door and knock.  If anyone 
hears my voice and opens the door, I will 
come in and eat with him, and he with me.'  

Revelation chapter 3 verse 20

MINISTRY
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Youth stu! 

Charlotte Burmester  (12) writes: This 
summer I went to the Keswick Conven-
tion.  It's a great place to meet other 
Christian friends, it's fun and enjoyable.  
In the mornings we have meetings where 
we learn about God in an enjoyable 
way, it's productive and 
encouraging for 
what you 
believe.  In 
the eve-
n i n g s 
we have 
meetings 
where we 
play lots of silly messy 
games and then 
we have Late Night 
which is a serious but 
fun thing which 
sends a good mes-
sage about God and explains what 
Christianity is all about.  The best thing 
about Keswick is making friends and be-
ing around loads of Christians.

Hannah Burmester (15) writes: In Au-
gust I went to Soul Survivor which is near 
Bath.  It's a massive Christian festival that 
thousands of young Christians go to.  In 
the mornings we had an early start and 
we would go to the main meeting.  Then 
during the day there were several talks 
and you could choose which ones you 
wanted to go to.  In the evening there 
was a main meeting with 20 minute long 
worship sessions.  After that you could go 
to watch a # lm or sit in a caf+.  The best 
thing about it was that it was really en-
couraging to meet so many other Chris-
tians your age.

Faye Hamilton

CQ.  ªIt's been quite some time since you 
were in our youth group.  What memo-
ries can you share with us?

FH.  When I began Path# nders in the late 
`90s, it was run by Pat & Roy Worthington 
and we spent many a Sunday going over 
readings and talking through the les-

sons we were learning. We were a large 
group of varying ages, but Pat & Roy 
kept us on the right path. Soon after 
we got a new youth leader called Gavin 
who amongst many things led us to 

take part in the Manchester Mission 
2000 festival that for many 

of our group, became an 
important next step 

on their spiritual 
journey. 

CQ.  And what 
about your next 
steps¼.?  

FH.  For me, it in-
spired me to seek 

more, and in 2006, 
whilst at university, I am cur-

rently enjoying worshipping at the 
local Roman Catholic Church.

  CQ.  Tell us what you are doing now?

FH.  In 2010 I quali# ed as a Physiothera-
pist and recently moved to Newcastle 
to further my career in Critical Care.º

Tricia Barlow

ªLife is very hectic at the moment. I've 
just started work and revelling in the 
challenges that I encounter. 

I was lucky to graduate this July in 
medicine from She$  eld University and 
am completing my foundation years in 
She$  eld and Barnsley. Currently, I am 
based on the liver unit. 

I have very fond memories of St Chad's, 
particularly as an ªExplorerº with Pam 
Nield; the Youth Group meetings, es-
pecially the outings and trips to Alton 
Towers, with Roy and Pat Worthington; 
and learning the recorder and % ute 
with Val Furber.

I thank you for your continued prayers; 
for the people who work in hospitals, 
the patients and their families.º

African farmers can produce 
good quality cotton for 48p/
kg  (in the US it's £1.18/kg) but Af-
rican farmers struggle to survive. 

The answer to this conundrum is 
that US farmers receive subsidies 
which lower the price of cotton.

Typically, in Uganda 84<, of the pop-
ulation is involved in agriculture; in 
the US just 2< work in agriculture, 
so for the bene# t of relatively few 
US farmers 15 million cotton farm-
ers are kept in poverty in Africa.

This information comes from a Traid-
craft monthly news mailing.   How do 
we react to these # gures?   One positive 
way is to buy fair-traded goods when-
ever possible.  The Fairtrade Foundation 
works to alleviate poverty by promot-
ing trade justice (www.fairtrade.org.
uk).   Traidcraft is a Christian business 
working under the Fairtrade umbrella.  
St Chad's Traidcraft Stall is open every 
Tuesday morning.  To play a more ac-
tive role go to www.traidcraft.org.uk/
campaign or phone 020 7242 3955.  

Jim Lethbridge

News from our young people

Where are they now?

Where are they now?

YOUTH & CHILDRENS
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THINGS YOU MAY NOT KNOW

St Chad's has considerable archive ma-
terial which is currently kept by Peter 
and Dianne Armstrong who often re-
ceive enquiries for information from 
people about local and family his-
tory.  This is the # rst of several short 
articles that may interest and inform 
you about the resources available.

1. It doesn't add up!

During a brief moment when your at-
tention has wandered during a Service, 
have you ever tried to work out when 
the church was built? There are many 
dates on the memorials on the walls, 
but care is needed in your calculations. 
Some refer to earlier forbears of the 
original commemoration, whilst oth-
ers are of descendants and were added 
later. Most are to members of the Brooke 
Family who were substantial landown-
ers in the area, some of whom became 
national # gures. These include Lt Peter 
Brooke RN, a Naval O$  cer who captured 
a French Ship in 1809 and received the 

Freedom of Liv-
erpool. He died 
in 1841 and is 
included in a 
commemoration 
to a relative who 
died in 1728. An-
other is to Dame 
Anne Banner-
man (a Brooke 
daughter) who 
married a Bar-
onet and died 
in 1909.   How-
ever how many 
lived or died in 

Handforth?  Spectacularly there are the 
Royal Arms of William IVth dated 1837 
on the front of the balcony. Many think 
this is the date of the church's founda-
tion.  Those people who regularly sit 
towards the back may not have read 
the two smaller memorials to Louis 
Henry Symonds who died in 1924, and 
the splendidly named Vicar, Arthur 
Espinelle Espin who died in 1907.

The true facts are indisputable. The 
Foundation Stone at the main entrance 
is dated 1898, and we have a copy of 
the legal document declaring that on St 
Chad's Day 2nd March 1899, the Bishop 
of Chester signed the  ̀ Sentence of Con-
secration'  during a grand service, in the 
presence of many senior clergy and lo-
cal  worthies. At that moment the build-
ing became a Church.  So what of the 
earlier dates?  The historic picture (be-
low?) shows there was an earlier church 
alongside the present building. The ma-
jority of the memorials were transferred 

PETER ARMSTRONG

from this previous church. Does that 
also explain the Arms of William IVth?  
Well ± yes and no* That will have to wait 
for another edition of Chad's Quarterly* 

2. Curiouser & Curiouser. 

As you enter St Chad's under the impres-
sive stone arch and through the substan-
tial front door, do you ever think that this 
main entrance is rather strange? Inside 
the porch there is a cupboard, (clearly 
a later addition), and a semi-circular 
cloakroom to the right of the balcony 
stairs. Go outside again, and look at the 
roo% ine above the arch. The impres-
sion is of an ecclesiastical `lean to', rather 
than an integral part of an important 
building.  Was it meant to be like this?  

The Foundation Stone on the right of 
the main entrance was laid in the 1898, 
and during the previous years, there 
had been much enthusiastic fund rais-
ing for a new church. A Mr John Brooks 
of Manchester was appointed as the 
architect and he drew an `architect's 
impression', so that those contribut-
ing might see what they would get 
for their money. This original drawing 
still survives  and is reproduced above.  

It shows that the entrance was designed 
to support a tower and spire, which if 
built would have made a considerable 
visual impact on the centre of the Town-
ship. Sadly the amount raised was £1000 
short of the £3,000 required for the whole 
project, and so the building of the tower 
and spire was postponed until su$  cient 
funds became available. Any o! ers?

After several months of knitting 
squares, 40 blankets were created by 
members of the Church and the Com-
munity.  These were displayed around 
the Church, in conjunction with an 
Arts and Crafts exhibition held in the 
Hall.

This was very well attended and 
revealed a large number of talented 
people within our Church.

The exhibits included painting, 
photography, origami, needlework, 
knitting and model making.

Following the exhibition the blan-
kets were donated to the Salvation 
Army in Manchester and Tools with 
a Mission, a Christian organisation 
which provides help for developing 
countries.  We  understand that our 
blankets will be going to Uganda.

Val Gilbert

Arts & Crafts Exhibition

ABOUT ST CHADS

RESOURCES
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Derek Hartley is well known to us at 
St Chad's having been involved at our 
services / breakfasts, and having organ-
ised a great many fund raising events that 
we have supported.  TLM is one of our 12 
Mission Links which we support with an 
annual donation of £1000, and of course, 
with our continued prayers. Our giving is 
used speci#cally to enable young children 
in a community in northern Mozambique, 
much a$ected by leprosy, to go to school. 

CQ.  Tell us about your early days, before 
you became involved with The Leprosy 
Mission?  

DH.  I was brought up in Morecambe 
(someone has to own up to this*) and 
my early church life was at St Barnabas 
where I became a Christian. After a 
strangely varied career as a Met O$ce 
weather observer, an insurance motor 
claims investigator and an insurance 
salesman, I went to Whalley Abbey - the 
Blackburn Diocesan Retreat and Confer-
ence Centre as Manager between 1978 
and 1988. It was very rewarding to be 
able to persuade many church groups to 
use their house and I found the ministry 
there exciting. 

After Whalley, I worked for 4 years for the 
Isle of Man Steam Packet Company - a 
good fun job of promoting sailings from 
the UK side and building on a number of 
successful charters which I had organ-
ised  through Whalley Abbey. One of 
these lives large in my memory when 
we took 1600 folk on the Monas Queen 
directly to Peel round the south of the 
island and returned in the evening 
around the north of it. We also held a 
very special communion service on St 
Patricks Island during the afternoon. 

I was made redundant when the Steam 
Packet was taken over by Sea Contain-
ers which already had its own UK sta!. 
I then joined the Church Army as an 
NCO(*) in charge of Fundraising #rstly in 
the Yorkshire area and then thankfully 
in the NW. I was with them for 11 years 
until redundancy again when all the 
fundraising sta! were dispensed with to 
allow all monies to be spent on front line 
evangelism. 

And then - The Leprosy Mission TLM 
from 2003. This work involves speak-
ing at over 200 meetings a year and 
preaching or leading church services 
almost every Sunday somewhere in 
the North West of England and the Isle 
of Man. It is essentially a fundraising 
and educational job to let folk know 
what is required and how they can 
help. I think I have valued this work 
above all the others because it is so 
easy to see how people can bene#t di-
rectly and dramatically with very little 
#nancial burden. The work has given 
me the opportunity to travel to India 
to be enthused, humbled and excited 
by the sta! in their total commitment 
to life changing work amongst the 
most marginalised and stigmatised of 
all peoples. 

CQ  In what ways has the #ght against 
Leprosy developed recently?

DH  The work has progressed steadily 
since the #rst sulphone drugs were 
introduced after the second world 
war and dramatically since 1982 when 
multi drug therapy revolutionised the 
cure. Since then over 18 million people 
have been cured of leprosy and the 
Mission has moved more positively 
into reconstructive surgery, rehabilita-
tion, retraining and education about 
the disease. There are still at least half 
a million new cases every year and the 
battle with stigma continues. Many 
millions of people are in the care of 

TLM after cure because of on going dis-
ability caused by late treatment. 

Research is on going to try to #nd a vac-
cine to prevent leprosy ± which, when it 
is found, will be another major milestone 
on the road to ridding the world of this 
dreaded disease. 

CQ.  What are you looking forward to in 
2012?

DH.  Next for me - retirement looms in 
August 2012 when I hope to become 
much more involved in my own church 
and will allow me time to pursue my 
sailing hobby. I will be taking over as my 
church rep for The Leprosy Mission as 
our current rep is going to retire when I 
do*

 Thanks to all at St Chad's Handforth, for 
their partnership in this amazing work.

Mission
#e Leprosy Mission

PAGE 5

MISSION

`£15 cures and provides a 
lifetime's immunity for a 
Leprosy su!erer.  Money 
(and prayers) well spent$'

If you would like to %nd out 
more about how to support 

Leprosy Mission talk to Greg 
Aspinall or Jim Lethbridge



Community Action

Similarities and di!erences between  Kampala 
and Manchester in health matters

Sue Thomson

I travelled to Kampala,Uganda, in Sep-
tember to support health related work 
through a Christian outreach team at 
Calvery Chapel, Kampala.  This came 
about as a result of many conversations 
with Natalie and then Josh, Senior Pastor, 
to support the work with Streetboys, 
through the ªFrontlineº programme.

My work in U.K for the last 20yrs has 
been community focused, working with 
multi-ethnic families .  My role has been 
to deliver health care to young parents, 
along with their families, in partner-
ship to promote health and prevent 
illness.  As health professionals we work 
alongside other agencies which include, 
education, social care and child develop-
ment specialists.   

The work in Kampala used many trans-
ferable skills from U.K.  However, being 
able to pray before pieces of work, with 
fellow workers,  asking the holy spirit to 
guide the work was very di!erent to how 
I work in the U.K.  All the health work was 
lead in this way, knowing that it was in 
God's time that developments would be 
made and doors would be opened.  

Health promotion. Resources had been 
given by Christian friends and the local 
dentist in Wilmslow.  Through an in-
terpreter I delivered a tooth brushing 
teaching session.  I had only expected 
18-20 boys and 68 boys came, thankfully 
we had enough resources to go round*    
Whatever language people speak.

Health Assessments.  Andrew, the direc-
tor of Frontline, had asked me if we could 
collect data to start to highlight health 
needs in the boys.  Several boys I talked 
with, through an interpreter about their 
health.  Dehydration and malnutrition 
was the greatest health issue.

To link with Christian partners who 
ran the Babies Home in Kampala, I had 
brought resources from U.K which in-
cluded  NHS birth to #ve book, informa-
tion on safety, behaviour and emotional 
well-being and development. There were 
over 50 children from a few weeks of age 
to four years.  Beautiful children, some 
su!ering from Malaria, malnutrition, 
HIV/AIDS, the home is heavily reliant on 
volunteers. 

Visiting the slums with Andrew was 
hugely challenging.  Some of the boys 
lived in a small 8X8 foot shelter, with a 
corrugated roof.  Up to 18 boys would 
live in this con#ned space, skin issues, 

general hygiene, body lice, head lice and 
scabies would be some of the health 
concerns which would be hugely con-
tagious in these conditions.  A stream 
over%owing with litter, debris, animals, 
hens, goats, cats and dogs would be 
near the contaminated water.  Water-
borne infections would be another 
health issue to raise as the workshop 
later in the week, cholera, tetanus and 
malaria to discuss .  The boys seeing 
Andrew greeted him and long conver-
sations took place, injuries from new 
and old wounds were shown to me. 
Andrew explained about the injuries 
to ankles, which sometimes the boys 
would receive from the police, a circular 
stick would be used to hit the ankles, 
very painful for these boys; some of this 
treatment unjusti#ed, created long heal-
ing process for these boys.

The workshop to the ªFrontlineº team on 
the last weekend was really good.  Top-
ics included, the World Health Organisa-
tion Development Goals 2015,  the use 
of the skin, why keep it clean, general 
hygiene, body and head lice, scabies, 
HIV/AIDS what is it, the role of the im-
mune system and what happens when it 
goes wrong.

CQ.  What do we in the UK, have in com-

mon with the communities you visited 
in Uganda?

ST.  The main similarity is that we all 
want to be healthy and well. In the U.K 
we have provision to keep healthy, but 
some individuals lack the motivation 
and priority to do that. In Kampala, 
many people lack the education, the 
infrastructure and the money to be 
able to do so.

CQ.  In what ways did people receive 
you di!erently?

ST.  In U.K some families can be 
unwelcoming initially,  however most 
families can understand that I can 
help and support health concerns that 
are individual to them.  In Kampala 
all people that I was in contact with, 
probably because I was linked with 
Calvary Chapel were very welcom-
ing, and I was able to build on work 
already in place in Kampala.  To work 
in a sensitive and compassionate way 
was essential in building the necessary 
trust as it also is here in the UK.

In summary, what an amazing trip*  It 
was God led and life changing to see 
the tremendous challenges in Africa.  
I hope to continue the links and work 
with them.
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Baptisms/Thanksgivings:
Lily Ann Burge ± Jan
Aiden Bentli!  ± May
Thomas Alexander McKay ± June
Holly Eva Smith ± July
Aiden Nicholas Allsop ± Nov (at Christ 
Church)

Marriages/Blessings: 
Ian & Carolyn Stephenson ± March
Stewart & Ruth Fields ± May
Darren & Natalie Reynolds ± August
Mark & Deborah Bambrick ± September
Gavin & Emma Spedding ± October

Funerals 
Alice Elaine Lowery ± Jan ± 85
James Johnson ± Jan ± 92
Colin Armstrong ± Jan ± 67
Gladys Swain ± Jan ± 105
Ivy Allcock ± Feb ± 91
Rodney Searle ± Feb ± 81
Madge Cooper ± Feb ± 84
William Vincent Gunshon ± Feb -73
John Philip Harrison - Feb ± 58
Elizabeth Ruth Allen ± April ± 74
Vera Had# eld ± April ± 85
Marie Whitmore ± April ± 95
George William Booth Jnr ± May ± 62
Betty Prescott ± May ± 84
William Moody ± June ± 76
Trudi Metzelaar ± June ± 47
Eric Collins ± June - 97
Margaret Rider ± July ± 80
Ian Sullivan ± August ± 68
Joyce Davies ± August -81
Bertha Copestick ± Sept ± 101
Frances Alice Roberts ± Oct - 98
Sylvia Caudell ± Oct ± 63
Lillian Helliwell ± Oct ± 75
Doris Crane ± November - 89
Bertha Morter ± November -103
Chrissie Butterworth ± November ± 88
Jean Wootton ± November - 81

The Register

Wilmslow Road, Handforth SK9 3ES Tel: 01625 250559

email o$  ce@stchadshandforth.org.uk  |  www.stchadshandforth.org.uk

Interview with Wayne Morrison
...searching for and # nding a church family


